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Abstract

As the ecological crisis facing our planet deepens, understanding the role of language in shaping
perceptions and behaviour in relation to the environment becomes ever more critical. This special
issue focuses on ecolinguistics, an interdisciplinary domain of linguistics that explores issues of
ecological significance through the lens of language and its functioning. Although the field has a
rather eclectic history with researchers invoking the term ecolinguistics in diverse spaces from
language contact and language acquisition to language policy and bi/multilingualism, it now seems
quite clear that contemporary ecolinguistics is most reflective of and aligned with a discourse
analytic approach that examines language use in a variety of contexts with aims to either critique
language use that perpetuates ecological degradation or elevate alternative language practices that
contribute to wellbeing and sustainability. This introductory article overviews recent developments
in the field and outlines the main directions of ecolinguistic studies, specifying the range of its
methods and approaches. It then introduces the exemplary collection of articles in this special issue
and highlights their contribution to ecolinguistics research. The challenges we face are global in
nature, and the dialogue between Russian and Western scholars in this issue underscores the
importance of collective action and shared knowledge in confronting the ecological crisis. It is hoped
that this growing body of ecolinguistics research will deepen our mutual understanding of ecological
discourse and inspire concrete initiatives in the direction of a more sustainable and resilient future
and foster a united approach to the urgent ecological challenges of our time.
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econarrative, discourse analysis
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JKONUHIBUCTUKA: 00beAMHAA UCUIeA0BaTENbCKIUE NapaANTMbl

PoGepTt YT/

Yuusepcumem Anabamwi, Anabama, CLIIA
D<drepoole@ua.edu

AHHOTAIUSA

ITo Mepe yriyOIeH s 9KOJOTHYECKOT0 KPU3KCa, C KOTOPHIM CTAIKMBAETCS HAIlla IJIaHeTa, POJIb I0-
HUMAaHHUS TOTO, KaK 361K (DOPMHUPYET BOCIIPUATHE U MIOBEACHUE YSIOBEKA B OTHOIICHUU OKPYIKaro-
IICH Cpelbl, CTAHOBUTCS OCOOCHHO BAXKHOW. DTOT CIEIMHUANLHBIA BBIMYCK TOCBAIICH YKOJHHTBHU-
CTHUKE — OTHOCHUTEIIFHO HOBOW MEKIUCIUIUIMHAPHOW OOJIACTH JIMHTBHCTUKHU, KOTOpasl U3ydaeT
BOIPOCHI 3KOJIOTHYCCKOW 3HAYMMOCTU 4epe3 MPHU3MY s3bIKa U €ro (pyHKIHOHUpOBaHUs. [laHHOE
HaIlpaBJICHUE UMEET JOBOJBHO HKJIEKTUUYHYIO UCTOPHIO, U UCCIEA0BATENN UCIOIb30BAINA TEPMUH
«IKOJIMHTBUCTUKA» B Pa3IIMYHBIX 00JACTIX — OT SI3BIKOBBIX KOHTAKTOB M OCBOCHUSI SI3BIKA JIO SI3bI-
KOBOW MOJIUTHKY U OU-/MyIbTHIHHTBHA3MA. OTHAKO cefvac MpeACTaBIIeTCs COBEPIICHHO OYCBH/I-
HBIM, YTO COBPEMEHHAsI SKOJIMHTBUCTHKA CBS3aHA C TUCKYPCUBHO-aHAIMTHYECKUM MmoaxonoM. OHa
HCCIIEAYET UCIIONIF30BaHME SI3bIKA B PA3TIMYHBIX KOHTEKCTAX C [ENbI0 IN00 KPUTUKOBATH T€ TUCKYP-
CUBHBIE TMPAKTUKH, KOTOPHIE YCYTyOJSIOT SKOJOTHYECKYIO Nerpagaruio, JTUOO0 MpPHUBETCTBOBATH
AIbTEpPHATHBHBIE S3BIKOBBIE MIPAKTUKH, KOTOPBIE CTIOCOOCTBYIOT HKOJIOTHYECKOMY OJIarONOIYIHIO
1 YCTOWYHBOCTH. B 3TO# BCTynuTENBbHOM CTaThe AaeTcst 0030p MOCIeAHUX JOCTIDKEHUH B 001aCTH
SKOJIMHTBHUCTHKH, BBIICISIIOTCS OCHOBHBIC HAINPABIICHHS HCCIEIOBAaHUM, YTOUHSETCS CIEKTP WX
METOJIOB M MOIX0/10B. OHA 3HAKOMUT YUTATENIEH CO CTAThIMU 3TOTO HOMEPA, KOTOPHIE MPeJIararoT
JUHAMUYHBIE U MHOTOTPaHHBIC B3IJISIIBI HA TUHTBUCTUYECKUE ACTIEKTHI SKOJIOTHUECKUX MPOOIeM,
U MOMYCPKUBACT MX BKJIAJ B SKOJUHTBUCTHYCCKHUE HcCieqoBaHusA. [IpoOIeMbl, ¢ KOTOPHIMHA MBI
CTAJIKUBAEMCsI, HOCST TJIOOATbHBIN XapakTep, W JHANIOT MEXKAY POCCHUCKAMHU W 3alaHbIMH
YYEHBIMH B 3TOM HOMEpPE MOTYEPKUBAET BAXKHOCTh KOJUIEKTUBHBIX I€UCTBUIA U COBMECTHBIX 3HAHUI
B IIPOTUBOCTOSIHAHN SKOJIOTHIECKOMY KPU3UCY. X0UeTCs HAICAThCS, YTO PACTYIIHNA 00beM YKOJIIHT -
BHCTHYECKUX HWCCIICJOBAHUI YIIIyOUT HAIlle B3aMMOIIOHWMAaHHE B O0OJACTH HSKOIOTHYECKOTO
JMCKYpCa, BIOXHOBUT Ha KOHKPETHHIC HHUIIMATHUBEI B HAIIPABICHUN OOJiee YCTOWYMBOTO M JKU3HE-
CTOHKOro Oyaymero W OyIeT cIocoOCTBOBATH €OMHOMY IIOAXOAY K PEHICHHI0 HEOTIIOKHBIX
9KOJIOTHIECKHX MTPOOIIEM COBPEMEHHOCTH.

KiroueBble ci10Ba: sKo102UYeCKUE BbI308bl, IKOIUHSBUCTNIUKA, MEHCOUCYUNTUHAPHOCMb, IKOA0U-
yeckutll OUCKYPC, IKOHAPpamue, OUCKYPC-aHaIu3

Jas nuTupoBaHus:
Poole, Robert. Ecolinguistics: Consolidating a research paradigm. Russian Journal
of Linguistics. 2025. Vol. 29. Ne 1. P. 6-16. https://doi.org/10.22363/2687-0088-43172

1. Introduction

Ecolinguistics is an interdisciplinary domain of inquiry that “explores the role
of language in the life-sustaining interactions of humans, other species, and the
physical environment” (International Ecolinguistics Association, n.d.). Though the
field has a rather eclectic history with researchers invoking the term ecolinguistics
in diverse spaces from language contact (Bastardas-Boada, 2017, Mufwene, 2001)
and language acquisition (Lam & Kramsch, 2003, Leather & Van Dam, 2003) to
language policy (Hornberger, 2003) and bi/multilingualism (Hornberger, 2002,
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Phillipson & Skutnab-Kangas, 1996). And while ecolinguistics may continue to
serve as an “umbrella term” for research in the aforementioned spaces and beyond
(Fill, 2017, p. 2), it seems now quite clear that contemporary ecolinguistics is most
reflective of and aligned with a discourse analytic approach that interrogates
language use in myriad contexts with aims to either challenge and critique ways of
speaking and being that perpetuate ecological degradation or extol and elevate
alternative language practices that contribute to wellbeing, sustainability, and
justice. This special issue reflects and contributes to the burgeoning growth and
broadening international scope of the field in recent years.

2. Recent developments

This issue is an additional data point amongst many illustrating the vitality of
ecolinguistics. Presently, the International Ecolinguistics Association (IEA) boasts
approximately 1,300 members and the online course developed and administered
by the IEA has had greater than 5,000 registered participants since its inception less
than a decade ago. Further, the International Conference on Ecolinguistics recently
convened its eight meeting with iterations in Odense, Denmark; Beijing, China;
Graz, Austria; Liverpool, United Kingdom and with a ninth forthcoming in Rennes,
France in 2026. These international events are supported by a growing international
community of scholars and active regional organizations in China, Uruguay, Italy,
Japan, Cameroon, and Brazil as well as partnerships with groups such as
International Environmental Communication Association, the Centre for Human
Interactivity at the University of Southern Denmark, the International Systemic
Functional Linguistics Association, and numerous others. Perhaps this special issue
will give rise to further development of ecolinguistics within Russia.

The growth of ecolinguistics reflected in the previous discussion is further
illustrated in the increase in scholarly publications in recent years. While Language
& Ecology has long been devoted to publishing research in the field, it has been
joined by the Journal of World Languages which similarly focuses upon
scholarship in ecolinguistics. In addition to regularly featuring articles on
ecolinguistics, it also released three special issues from 2022 to 2024 (Chau &
Jacobs 2022, Ponton 2024a; Virdis 2022a). Additional special issues in
ecolinguistics have been published by the journals Text & Talk (Ponton & Sokoét
2022), Cogent Arts & Humanities (Goatly 2024), Languages (Ponton 2024b), and
Language Sciences (Steffensen & Fill 2014). Further, Bloomsbury Academic
Publishing now supports the Advances in Ecolinguistics Series—at the time of this
writing, the series includes ten books on a diverse range of topics with the most
recent being “Ecolinguistics and Environment in Education: Language, Culture and
Textual Analysis” (Bellewes 2024), “Exploring Ecolinguistics: Ecological
Principles and Narrative Practices” (Ponton 2024c¢), and “Language as Ecological
Phenomenon: Languaging and Bioecologies in  Human-Environment
Relationships” (Steffensen, Doring, & Cowley, 2024). With the forthcoming books



Robert Poole. 2025. Russian Journal of Linguistics 29 (1). 6-16

“How We Talk about Animals, and Why it Matters” (Sealey 2025) and
“Ecolinguistics, Social Justice and Sustainability: Voices from the Global South”
(Miless et al. 2025), the series’ record of excellence will certainly continue. And
while Routledge released the first handbook devoted to the field in 2018 (Fill &
Penz 2018), a second handbook is forthcoming from Bloomsbury. This impressive
publication record of the field is documented in the free, online, publicly-available
Zotero bibliography maintained by the IEA—it now includes approximately 700
publications.

These developments are indeed laudable and the international community of
ecolinguistics should be proud of their achievements in recent years to raise
attention to various issues of ecological importance. However, and unfortunately,
this growth seems inexorably and undoubtedly tethered to and prompted by our
worsening ecological crisis. As the consequences of continued climate inaction are
realized in ever more frequent and severe disasters, researchers across applied
linguistics and a variety of other disciplinary orientations are increasingly
compelled to utilize their expertise and devote their research agendas to efforts
towards ecological wellbeing and the formation of sustainable and just futures. In
the seminal essay from Michael Halliday (1990/2001), which is broadly recognized
as the impetus for ecological discourse analysis, he closed with the assertion that
ecological crises are “not just problems for the biologists and physicists” but rather
are “problems for the applied linguistics community as well” (Halliday 1990/2001:
199). Though the broader applied linguistics community may have been somewhat
slow to recognize this reality and heed this call to action, researchers are turning
their gaze to language use and its role in mediating our perceptions of and shaping
our actions toward the more than human world.

3. Ecolinguistics today

Halliday’s groundbreaking essay (1990/2001) contributed significantly to the
formation of ecolinguistics, but more recently, the influence of Arran Stibbe on the
current state of the field has been unmatched as he has published multiple influential
books and countless articles focused upon ecolinguistics. “The Handbook of
Sustainable Literary” (2009) and “Animals Erased: Discourse, Ecology, and
Reconnection with the Natural World” (2012) are both valued texts, but neither
matches the profound influence that “Ecolinguistics: Language, Ecology and the
Stories We Live By” (2015, 2020) had on the field. Providing a robust, unified, and
comprehensive framework, he demonstrated how ecolinguistics could challenge the
stories-we-live-by that exist and operate in the minds of individuals and across
cultures which reflect, normalize, and (re)produce attitudes, beliefs, and practices
that contribute to ecological degradation. Further, Stibbe illustrated how one must
assert and acknowledge their individual ecosophy through which they may
subsequently evaluate language use as beneficial, ambivalent, or destructive. More
recently, Stibbe published “Econarrative: Ethics, Ecology, and the Search for New
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Narratives to Live By” (2023). Forwarding a theory of econarrative, the book is
poised to continue Stibbe’s influence on research in contemporary ecolinguistics.

Research in contemporary ecolinguistics is pursued in a variety of sites and
with a range of methods and approaches. Perhaps unsurprisingly, researchers
frequently advance studies into discourses of climate change and the environment
within media, political, religious, advocacy, and corporate discourses (e.g.,
Al-Shboul 2023, Angwah 2019, 2022, Bednarek et al. 2022, Castello & Gesuato
2019, Chen & Liu 2024, Cunningham et al. 2022, Doring & Rattner 2018, Flaottum
et al. 2014, Flottum & Dahl 2011, Gjesdal & Andersen 2023, Poole & Hayes 2022,
Penz 2022, Wang & Liu 2024). An additional site of analysis concerns the
representation of animals with studies exploring how the discursive framings of
animals often function to minimize and obscure animal suffering and oppression
while justifying their consumption (e.g., Arcari 2017, Brown 2018, 2022, Cook &
Ancarno 2019, Forte 2015, 2020, Frayne 2019, Fusari 2018, Gilbert et al. 2024,
McClaughlin et al. 2022, Sealey & Oakley 2013, Stibbe 2001, 2003, 2005, 2012,
Zhdanava et al. 2021). Research in these spaces may share an interest in climate
change discourse or animal representation yet this body of work is far from
homogenous, as studies employ various qualitative and quantitative methods
to explore language use in countless contexts from opinion-editorials, user
comments, social media, political debates, corporate sustainability reports, animal
industry texts, non-governmental organization reports, wildlife documentaries, and
much more.

Though these domains of climate change discourse and animal representation
are often interrogated, and rightly so, ecolinguistics has broadened its scope in
recent years with researchers exploring an ever-expanding range of sites through an
array of analytic approaches. One area gaining increased attention is English
language education, as researchers explore whether ecologically harmful discourses
are embedded in textbooks and learning materials in classrooms from Pakistan
(Zahoor & Janjua 2020), the United Kingdom (Akcesme 2013), Jordan (Al-Jamal
& Al-Omari 2014), Indonesia (Triyono, Sahayu & Fath 2023), to China (Wang &
Zainal 2024)—perhaps most noteworthy of the research in this space is Goulah and
Katunich’s edited volume “TESOL and Sustainability: English Language Teaching
in the Anthropocene” (2020) and Bellewes’ detailed treatment of how
ecolinguistics can contribute to sustainable education (2024). Other scholars have
extended ecolinguistics to stylistics and the analysis of poetic and literary texts
(Goatly 2017; Virdis 2022b, 2022c, 2024; Zhu et al. 2023), storytelling and its
potential for ecological transformation (Hampton 2022; Nanson 2021),
representations of nature and human engagement in/with the more than human
world (Istianah et al. 2024; Istianah & Suhandano 2022; Ponton, 2023a, 2023b), as
well as disaster discourse and the representations of events such as wildfires and
hurricanes (Bednarek et al. 2022; Potts 2015; Poole 2022; Poole 2024).

Again, this is not an exhaustive accounting of the many spaces in which
ecolinguistics is pursued, and readers desiring to explore further are encouraged to
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visit the Zotero bibliography maintained by the IEA and also Steffensen’s (2024)
recent bibliometric analysis of ecolinguistics research in the Journal of World
Languages.

4. Comments on the Special Issue

The growth and diversification of ecolinguistics in recent years is well
displayed in this special issue. First, just as ecolinguistics has become an
international endeavor, so too are the authors of this collection from diverse national
contexts. Ecolinguistics has experienced extraordinary international growth, but
evidence of its development in Russia is rather limited—this issue is poised to rectify
this absence. Importantly, each of the studies probes important and diverse issues
of ecological relevance through rigorous and innovative approaches. The first
article from Alexander and Ponton continues the rich tradition of ecolinguistics of
exploring greenwashing practices which function to obscure corporate
responsibility for ecological degradation and minimize the impact of their actions
while simultaneously promoting themselves as champions of sustainability. And
while this first entry in the special issue conducts this critical analysis of the
discourse of a particular oil corporation, Bondi and Nocella similarly interrogate
corporate discourse but with their attention focused upon a rail company and the
narratives of responsibility and sustainability which it produces. The innovation of
the special issue is best demonstrated in articles from Druzhinin on entrapped
cognition, Frayne on nonverbal communication in environmental discourse, and
LaParle on generative conversation and embodied narratives. While the first
contributes to the development of cognitive ecolinguistics and the challenges posed
by entrapped cognition for realizing more sustainable ways of being, Frayne
demonstrates the insights to be reached through the analysis of nonverbal
communication in environmental discourse and LaParle highlights the possibilities
for generative conversation as a means to counter climate fatalism and promote
ecological hope. Continuing, Filardo-Llamas and Pérez-Hernandez continue an
emerging trend that seeks not to analyze discourse of immediate and obvious
ecological relevance such as a sustainability report from a corporation or an
assessment report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change but rather
extends their focus to a space—cycling discourse—where ecologically-positive
identities and their concomitant language practices might be identified and then
promoted. An additional study from Abbamonte and Hughes contributes to the
emerging sub-domain of corpus-assisted ecolinguistics in its diachronic analysis of
the eco-keyword solastalgia. Notably, this study contributes also to the
development of diachronic corpus-assisted studies as well. And while these articles
reflect trends and interests of contemporary ecolinguistics, Kravchenko challenges
us to re-imagine the language sciences and ecolinguistics and undertake a paradigm
shift for theorizing language and languaging in ways which might help us probe
more deeply into “the elusive nature of humanness.”
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5. In closing

In my view, this special issue makes a measurable and meaningful contribution
to the continued development of ecolinguistics. Indeed, it represents the best
characteristics of contemporary ecolinguistics for the studies perform essential
critical analyses of discourses such as those from oil and rail industries that
powerfully shape our worlds, contribute to the development of new lines of inquiry
in cognitive ecolinguistics and nonverbal communication, applies corpus
techniques for diachronic analysis of constructs of ecological relevance, and
conducts positive discourse analysis in a space that to my knowledge has not yet
been investigated. It achieves all of these goals while also challenging us to reflect
deeply and carefully on the field and what it may yet become. I commend the editors
of this volume for compiling such an eclectic, thoughtful, and innovative collection
and applaud the authors for producing such high-quality research surely to inspire
many in the ecolinguistics community.
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