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Abstract: The subject of the study is Nigerian-Chinese relations in the broader context of
the international political economy. It examines trade, foreign direct investment,
infrastructure financing and political diplomacy between the two countries, and highlights
how these relations are consistent with Nigeria's national interests and global pressures.
The authors explore how Nigeria copes with difficult balancing and what consequences this
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has for its economy, sovereignty and international standing, as well as for further study of
the following tasks, as key historical milestones and driving forces of the strategic
partnership between Nigeria and China; the history of partnership development in the
context of changing geopolitical realities, in particular: in light of the rise of China and the
growing competition between the United States and China, as well as the perceived
benefits and challenges for Nigeria in maintaining this strategic partnership. This paper
uses a qualitative method, using case studies of important sectors affected by Chinese
involvement in Nigeria, including infrastructure and energy. It combines policy analysis,
trade statistics and diplomatic reports. In addition, a comparative analysis is being
conducted to assess how Nigeria's strategy is consistent with that of other African
countries cooperating with China. The novelty of the study lies in the fact that for the first
time it explores the global transformation of cooperation between countries: the change in
U.S. and European policy towards Africa, its impact on Nigeria's relations with China. It also
highlights for the first time the impact of new trends, compromises and the emergence of
multipolarity in bilateral relations. This study contributes to the existing literature on
foreign policy analysis and international relations by identifying patterns in Nigeria's
approach that could serve as a model for other African countries facing similar geopolitical
challenges. The results of the study showed that Nigeria is building relations with China in
the context of global geopolitical changes, facing both opportunities and challenges. By
adopting a strategic approach that takes into account all the nuances, Nigeria can take
advantage of its relationship with China, while maintaining its sovereignty and contributing
to sustainable development.

Keywords:

sino-nigeria relations, One Belt One Road initiative, power dynamics, geopolitics, south-
south cooperation, foreign policy, economic cooperation, policy of non-alignment, Africa,
China-Africa cooperation center

AHHOTauumna: [lpegMeTOM WCCNefoOBaHUSA SABASAITCA HUMEepUNCKO-KUTAaMCKME OTHOLWEHUS B
6onee  WKWPOKOM  KOHTEKCTE  MeXAYyHapoAHOW  MNOAUTUYECKOW  3SKOHOMWUKUM. B  Hem
paccmaTpmBaloTCAa  TOpProenas, nMpsaMble  WHOCTPaHHble  WHBECTUUMM, (PUHAHCUPOBaAHWE
WHMPACTPYKTYypbl M NOAUTMYECKAs AUNAoMaTMs MexAay ABYMS CTpaHaMu, noAyepKusaeTcs,
HACKOJIbKO JaHHble OTHOLWEHUA COorjacylTcd C HauWMOHasIbHbIMWM UHTepecaMn Hurepumn un
rnobanbHbIM AaBneHneM. ABTOPbl WCCAeAyloT, Kak Hwurepua cnpaBnsetrcs CO CHOXHbIM
6anaHcMpoBaHMEM W Kakue NOCNeACTBUA 3TO UMeeT AN ee 3KOHOMWUKK, CyBepeHuTeTa u
MeXAYHapOoAHOro MOJIOXEHUSA, a TakxXe AN AaNbHENWero u3yvyeHus cneayowmx 3agad, Kak
KNO4YEBbIE NCTOPUYECKNE BEXU U ABUXYLIME CWUIbl CTpaTeErMyeckoro naptHepctea Hurepum um
KnTasa; uctopus pasBuTUa napTHeEpPCTBaA B YC/AOBUSAX MEHSAIOWUXCA FeonosIMTUYECKUX peanun,
B YAaCTHOCTW: B cBeTe nogbeMa Kwutasa m pactywen KoHKypeHuun mexay CLIA n Kntaem, a
Takxe npegnonaraeMblx Bbiroga w npobnem ana Hurepum B noaaepxaHuuM  3TOro
cTpaTermyeckoro naptHepcTBa. B paHHol paboTe ucnonb3yeTcs KaydeCTBEHHbIW MeToh, C
NpMMEHeHUeM TeMaTUYEeCKNX WUCCNeA0BaHMI BaXHbIX CEKTOPOB, 3aTPOHYTbIX KUTaNWCKUM
ydyactmem B Hwurepun, Bkaw4vas WHPPacTpPykKTypy W 3Hepretnky. OH obbeauHaeT aHanus
NOJSINTUKK, TOProByH CTAaTUCTUKY W AUNJoMaTMyeckume oTdeTbl. Kpome TOro, nposBoAWUTCH
CpaBHUTENbHbIA aHanuni3, 4Tobbl OUEHUTb, HAaCKONbKO CcTpaTervs Hurepum cornacyeTcs co
cTpaTernemn Apyrux adppmukKaHCKnUx cTpaH, coTpyaHuydawwmnx ¢ Kutaem. HoBusHa nccnepoBaHums
3akjl4vaeTcs B TOM, 4YTO B HeM BMepBble uccneayetcsa rnobanbHas TpaHcdhopMauus
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Koornepauum Mexay cTpaHaMu: uaMeHeHue B nonutnke CLUA n EBponbl B oTHOWweHUN Adpuku,
ee BAWAHME Ha OTHOlWeEHMs Hurepuu c Kutaem. B HeM Takxe BhepBble nogyepKMBaeTcs
BO34ENCTBME HOBbIX TEHAEHUWI, KOMMPOMUCCOB W TMOSABJAEHUA MHOTOMONSAPHOCTU B
OBYCTOPOHHUX OTHOLWEHUAX. [laHHOe uccrenoBaHWe BHOCUT CBOW BKNajg B CYLWECTBYIOLYIO
nuTepaTypy MO aHaNu3y BHELWHEN MOMUTUKM M MeXAyHapoAHbIM OTHOLWEHWUSAM, BbIABNAS
3aKOHOMEpHOCTM B noaxoae Hurepun, koTopble MOrauM 6bl MOCAYXWUTb 06pasuUOM ANA APYrux
adpMKAHCKUX CTpaH, CTA/IKMBAWWMXCA C aHANOrMYHbIMM TEOMNOSIMTUYECKUMU BbI30BAMMU.
Pe3synbTaThl UCCeAOBaHMA MokKasanu, 4To Hurepus BbiICTpamsBaeT OTHOWweHUA ¢ Kutaem B
YCNOBUAX rN06anbHbIX FE€ONONUTUYECKUX M3MEHEHWI, CTaSIKUBAETCA KakK C BO3MOXHOCTAMMU,
Tak U C Bbi30BaMW. MpPUMeHAs cTpaTerMyeckuit noaxon C y4eTOM BCEX HlaHcoB, Hurepus
MOXET MCMNOoJIb30BaTb MNPenMyLlecTBa CBOUX OTHOLWEHUIA ¢ KnTaeM, coxpaHas npu 3TOM CBOW
CyBEpeHUTET M CNoCcobHCTBYS YCTOWYMBOMY pa3BUTUIO.

KnroueBble cnoBa:

KUTaNCKO-HUrepumnckue oTHoweHua, NHuumnaTmuea, AUNHaMuKa BnacTtun, reononntunka,
COTpyAHMNYECTBO tor-tOr, BHewWwHASA NONMNTUKA, DKOHOMMNYECKOE COTPYAHUYECTBO, MOMUTUKA

HenpucoeanHeHusa, Adpuka, LleHTp Kntacko-adppmKaHCKOro CoTpyaHndecTea

Introduction

Since the onset of economic reform in 1978, China has had an unmatched record of
sustained growth that has transformed key sectors of its economy into the leading site for
manufacturing and production in the global economy. To maintain the high levels of
domestic output that are considered crucial not only for the Chinese economy but for overall
social and political stability, the economy requires critical energy, minerals, and other
resources from abroad. The promulgation of the government's 'going out' strategy, whereby
over a hundred restructured state-owned enterprises were given the Ilegal and
administrative means, preferential access to finance, and diplomatic support necessary to
break into markets outside China, has been the main policy response to this need. Given
that, in the aftermath of the global financial crisis in 2008, China has become the world's
largest holder of capital, with over US$2.4 trillion in foreign reserves, it was, in retrospect,
a fairly straightforward task to carve out a position in the energy and strategic minerals
markets in the capital-starved African environment. Concurrently, the willingness of the
Chinese government to provide a whole package of inducements alongside a range of
leasing or supply agreements designed to meet elite-defined needs (ranging from
presidential palaces to large-scale infrastructure projects), has proved to be crucial to
securing deals in Africa Underlying this approach is a highly publicized provision whereby
the Chinese government forswears any interest in the domestic affairs of African
governments, in direct contrast to the European Union (EU) or the United States (US), both
of which have selectively applied conditions to their development assistance programmers
and even to some investments. In parallel with this state-led drive for resources abroad is a
search for new markets to expand the investment and trade opportunities for Chinese firms.
However, the relatively small size of the African market imposes some constraints on
Chinese ambitions. There is a diplomatic imperative, tied to the decades of competition
between Beijing and the Taiwanese government in Taipei over official recognition, within
which African countries are particular targets.The study will utilize a combination of
theoretical lenses to provide a nuanced understanding: Realism This framework will help
analyze the pursuit of national interests by both Nigeria and China, the power dynamics
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within the partnership, and the influence of great power competition (e.g., US-China rivalry)
on the relationship. While Dependency Theory will be used to critically assess the potential
power imbalances within the partnership, particularly concerning economic dependence and
resource extraction.

Data Collection and Analysis: Firstly official document analysis, this will include the study of
primary sources such as official government documents eg. W hite papers, joint statements,
speeches by key leaders, and agreements signed between Nigeria and China. Reports from
international organizations and think tanks will also be analyzed. Secondly trade and
investment data, analyzing statistics on bilateral trade, investment flows and development
assistance can provide insight into the economic aspects of partnerships and potential
dependencies. However there are limitated Access to certain primary sources, and the
research will rely heavily on existing literature and publicly available data. By employing
this comprehensive research methodology, the article can provide a nuanced and insightful
analysis of the Nigeria-China strategic partnership, contributing valuable knowledge to the
field of international relations and informing policy decisions.

History in view: the rise of china in africa

It has been over 50 years since the People's Republic of China officially entered Africa for

the first time starting with the Bandung conference in April 1955[11, where top government
representatives from twenty-nine Asian and African countries assembled in Bandung,
Indonesia, to deliberate on peace and the role of the south-south countries in the Cold

War, economic development, and decolonization.l2l The Conference and its concluding
resolve set the foundation for the nonaligned action taken during the Cold War, officials of
the developing countries allied together to avoid any form of force in other to take sides in
the Cold War contest. China, which had little interest in Africa during this period, became a
main player on the African continent as opposed to its interactions with the Soviet Union
and the United States, its relations with Africa differed in overall foreign policy and behavior

in terms of interactions with individual African countries and collective in general.li1

Development of cooperation between China and African countries was hampered by the
complicated international situation of that time and the beginning of China's Cultural
Revolution which started between 1966 and lasted to 1976, China was severely critized
from the West and couple of events in the early 1960s contributed to the strengthening of

Sino-African relations!4l,

Prime Minister Zhou Enlai made a historic visit to 10 African countries in 1963 and 1964,
during his visit, five principles for the development of political relations between the African
countries and China were formulated. In other words, it is the struggle to achieve and
maintain the independence of the nation against imperialism, colonialism, and
neocolonialism, which he made emphasis on supporting African countries, policy of peace,
neutrality, and non-alignment, supporting the efforts of African countries to aspire to
solidarity and unity through their own choices and to resolve differences through peaceful

negotiations, fight against aggression and other forms of outside interferencel2l.

The recognition of the People's Republic of China by France in 1964, made it possible to
establish relations with several French-speaking countries on the continent. China has
established diplomatic relations with 14 other African countries, bringing the total to 19. It
is vital to point out that Chinese people have been interacting with Africa for centuries
before its official independence in 1949, however, before 1960 there was a partial or little
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interaction between China and Africa this was due to the fact many African countries were
still under colonial rule. 1960 was a crucial year in the politics of Africa because it saw most
African countries gain independence from their colonizers, as famously put and predicted by
O.H. Morris that it is the ‘year of Africa’ due to the series of events that took place in that
year, precisely the independence of 17 African nations most of which from west Africa and it
also highlighted the rise of Pan-African sentiment on the continent. It also brought about
the peak of the independent movement and the sudden emergence of Africa as a major
force within the United Nations. These political developments led to a good prospect for
Africa and its future.

Afterward, China began working with African countries irrespective of their political parties,
in the late 70s and 1992 there was a rapid decline in China’s engagement due to civil wars
and post-colonial revolutions ravaging the continent and Africa was not open enough to
international markets and China was looking inwards in its economic model. After the cold
war ended between 1992-2002 and beyond there has been a dramatic rise in China’s
relations with Africa, trade reached a record all-time high from 180 billion in 2012 to 254 in
2021, China built most of the infrastructure in Africa. China and Africa in the 21st century
enjoy increased political mutual trust and frequent high-level exchanges (Brautigan

Deborah, 2009).191 Both history and reality tell us that if China does well, Africa has an
opportunity if Africa does well, China benefits if China and Africa develop, the world will

become a better place for human beings to live in.tZ1
Sino/Nigerian relations

As China emerged as a global economic powerhouse, it actively sought new markets, energy
resources, and strategic allies. Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country and a key economic
player, naturally became a vital partner in China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Over the
past two decades, the bilateral relationship has shifted from mere trade interactions to
deeper strategic cooperation, including infrastructure development, security cooperation,

and cultural exchangesm. In 1972, shortly after the Nigerian civil war, General Gowon, as
the military head of state, paid an official visit to China. When his regime faced
international criticism and isolation. Nigeria had a pro-West foreign policy after gaining
independence, it did not establish diplomatic ties with China when it sent a delegation to
Nigeria in 1964. Relations between the two nations soured during the Nigerian Civil War
when China publicly declared support for Biafra's secessionist bid from Nigeria and covertly
provided arms to the Biafran administration. Formal diplomatic relations were established in
February 1971, but the first 30 years of Nigeria-China economic relations were slow and
sometimes difficult. During the military regime of Olusegun Obasanjo, Nigeria complained
about the growing trade imbalance between the two countries. China agreed to an aid
package for Nigeria, which included sending medical personnel and agricultural experts, but
this did not reverse the trade imbalance. The Nigerian-Chinese Chamber of Commerce was
founded during the Abacha military government in 1994, and the China Civil Engineering
Construction Corporation (CCECC) was awarded a $529 million contract to rehabilitate the
Nigerian railway system in 1995. Li Ping, former premier of China's State Council, visited
Nigeria in 1997 to sign protocols relating to power generation, steel, and oil, but neither
the rehabilitation of Nigeria's railways nor Li Ping's protocols were implemented before
Abacha died in 1998. Nigeria's renewed efforts at developing its economy to reduce poverty
coincided with China's new orientation towards Africa in the year 2000, and serious
economic relations between Nigeria and China started to develop. Nigeria's large domestic
market of over 200 million inhabitants, vast energy reserves, and regional power in Africa
may be why it has been one of the major destinations for Chinese investments in Africa.
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China's presence in Nigeria has steadily grown, driven by a confluence of economic,

diplomatic, and strategic interests!2l. The significant expansion of trade, investment, and
development assistance has transformed the dynamics of the Sino-Nigerian relationship,

positioning China as a pivotal player in Nigeria's economic Iandscape.fﬂl The depth and
form of China’s engagement with Africa is well-established in the resource sector and
reflected in its trade, investment and diplomacy towards the region. Coupled with the
growing diversity of Chinese actors present in the continent - which ranges from state-
owned enterprises to small-scale entrepreneurs - the expanding Chinese presence in Africa
provides insights into the dynamics that are evident in other resource-rich developing
regions such as Latin America. China's engagement with Nigeria is part of its broader
strategy to secure access to Africa's abundant natural resources and cultivate political
alliances across the. Trade between the two countries has skyrocketed, with China
becoming Nigeria's largest trading partner. Chinese firms have also invested heavily in

infrastructure projects, including railways, roads, and power plantsmuﬁl. Beyond economic
interests, China's diplomatic outreach in Nigeria has strengthened, marked by high-level
official exchanges and China's support for Nigeria's geopolitical ambitions. This strategic
partnership is seen as crucial for China to project its influence and counter Western

dominance in the regionM.As China's footprint in Nigeria continues to grow, it has raised
concerns about the nature of the relationship, the potential debt trap, and the implications
for Nigeria's sovereignty. However, the Nigerian government has welcomed China's
engagement, viewing it as a means to accelerate economic development and reduce the
country's dependence on Western aid. Overall, China's expanding presence in Nigeria
represents a significant shift in the geopolitical landscape, with far-reaching consequences
for Nigeria, the region, and the broader global order.

Nigeria's engagement with China is deeply rooted in a pursuit of key economic imperatives.
Facing infrastructural deficits, limited access to capital, and a pressing need to diversify its

economy, Nigeria sees China as a valuable partner in achieving these goaIsM. Nigeria, as
a prominent nation in Africa, has been navigating the complex landscape of its engagement
with China, seeking to safeguard its sovereignty and national interests. China's increasing
economic presence in the continent, driven by its "Go Global" policy, has presented both
opportunities and challenges for African countries, including Nigeria. One key aspect of
Nigeria's approach has been its efforts to leverage China's investment and development

finance to support its industrialization agenda@. However, this engagement has also
raised concerns about the potential erosion of democratic spaces, as highlighted by the
paper on "Contending Weltanschauungen and the Shrinking of Democratic Spaces in

Africallel " The paper suggests that the alternative development models offered by China
and Russia have provided African countries, including Nigeria, options that may not align
with traditional Western democratic principles, potentially leading to a decline in democratic
spaces (Enyiazu et al., 2022).

Nigeria has sought to navigate its relationships with China and the West in this context,

aiming to safeguard its sovereignty and national interestsl17l As a leading member of the
African Union and the Economic Community of West African States, Nigeria has taken a
proactive stance in upholding the principles of democracy and constitutional governance in

the regionlﬁl.

Nigeria's international relations have been historically dominated by its partnership with
China, which has become a significant development partner. However, in recent years,
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Nigeria has made efforts to diversify its international alliances, particularly with its western
allies. The history of Sino-Nigerian relations has been marked by oscillations, with both
benefits and drawbacks for Nigeria. During the Nigerian civil war, China publicly supported
the secessionist bid of Biafra, which strained the relationship between the two countries.
After establishing formal diplomatic ties in 1971, the first three decades of the economic
relationship were relatively slow and sometimes tumultuous, with Nigeria complaining about
the growing trade imbalance in favor of China. Over time, China's presence in the Nigerian
economy has grown, with concerns raised about the alleged dumping of inferior Chinese
industrial products and the limited opportunities for Nigerian investment in China due to
employment and visa restrictions. (Ejiroghene, 2022). Despite these challenges, Nigeria has
continued to view China as a significant development partner.

Nigeria's imports in the first quarter of 2024 were predominantly from Asia, valued at
N5,957.99 billion, constituting over 47% of total imports. Europe followed with §4,669.86
billion (36%), America with ¥1,554.69 billion (12%), Africa with 8401.83 billion (3%), and
Oceania with #58.86 billion (0.47%). Imports from ECOWAS countries amounted to 8113.04
billion (0.89%). China was the top trading partner, with imports worth #2,930.10 billion
(23.18%). India followed with #1,070.23 billion (8.46%), the United States at %1,009.22
billion (7.98%), Belgium at #955.97 billion (7.56%), and the Netherlands at #591.55 billion
(4.68%).

MNigeria Imports by Continent (Q1 2024) Top 5 Trading Partners for Nigeria Imperts (01 2024)
a5 108
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Compiled by author,

Datasource:Nigeriannationalbureauofstatistics
https://www.nigerianstat.gov.ng/pdfuploads/FTS_Q1_2024.pdf

AUC/OECD (2023),Africa’'s Development Dynamics 2023: Investing in Sustainable
Development, AUC, Addis Ababa/OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/3269532b-
en.

In Q1 2024, exports constituted 60.25% of total trade. Nigeria's main export was 'mineral
products' worth #17,510.57 billion, or 91.36% of total exports, followed by 'vegetable
products' at ®589.57 billion (3.08%) and 'prepared foodstuffs; beverages, spirits, and

vinegar; tobacco' at 8472.82 billion (2.47%)@. Exports to Asia were #§8,325.27 billion
(43.43%), to America 85,179.14 billion (27.02%),1&1 and to Africa N2,236.82 billion
(11.67%), with ®1,250.71 billion to ECOWAS countries{2l France was the top export
destination, receiving #2,125.03 billion (11.09%), [22]f5)10wed by Spain at 82,023.55 billion
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(10.56%), the Netherlands at #1,695.44 billion (8.85%), India at #1,611.39 billion (8.41%),
and the United States at N1,311.16 billion (6.84%). These five countries accounted for

45.74% of total exports in Q1 2024.[231

Nigeria’s Export to Top Countries: The top five countries receiving exports are France, Spain,
Netherlands, India, and the United States.

Total 'Percentage of Regional Exports (%)' and total 'Value
(billion &)' by 'Region’

Sum of Percentage of Sum of Value

Region Regional Exports (%) (billion M)
Africa 11,67 2236,82
America 27,02 5179,14
Asia 43,43 8325,27
ECOWAS 1250,71
Grand
Total 82,12 16991,94
Average 'Percentage of Total Exports (%)' and total 'Value (billion &)
by Category
Sum of
Value
Average of Percentage of (billion
Category Total Exports (%) N)
Mineral Products 91,36 17510,57
Prepared
Foodstuffs,
Beverages, etc. 2,47 472,82
Vegetable
Products 3,08 589,57
Grand Total 32,30333333 18572,96
Average of Percentage of Sum of Value
Country Total Exports (%) (billion M)
France 11,09 2125,03
Spain 10,56 2023,55
Netherlands 8,85 1695,44
India 8,41 1611,39
United
States 6,84 1311,16
Grand
Total 9,15 8766,57
Compiled by author,Datasource:Nigeriannationalbureauofstatistics

https://www.nigerianstat.gov.ng/pdfuploads/FTS_Q1_2024.pdf

These tables provide a clear overview of the distribution of exports by
product type, regional destinations, and top country destinations in
terms of both value and percentage of total exports.
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Nigeria as of the lst guarter of

2024

12.00
10,00

2.00
6,00
1.00
e BEEEE=
0,00

share of total export

Compiled by author,

Data source: Statista, un comtrade https://www.statista.com/statistics/1193487/main-
export-trading-partners-of-nigeria/

Prior to the end of the cold war, the PRC pursue a politically motivated foreign policy, first
to support the democratization of Africa, secondly to seek Africa support in its quest for the
‘one China principle’ bringing both Beijing and Taipei under one umbrella, and restore it seat
at the united nation which came to fruition with United Nations General Assembly
Resolution 2758 (Restoration of the lawful rights of the People's Republic of China in the

United Nations) in 1971.[24]

The FOCAC Beijing Summit 2018 reaffirmed China's relationship with Africa as the pinnacle
of South-South cooperation in a rapidly globalizing international system. The South-South
agenda should be advanced through the solidarity of international organizations and an
expanded African-Asian dialogue. China will continue to support African initiatives, including
encouraging developed countries to fulfill their development commitments to align Africa
with the SDGs and representing Africa at global fora. China is committed to supporting
African unity through the African Union, African regional integration efforts, and the New
Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) development program. apart from trade and
investment, China has become a major donor and investor in African development. The
tenacity and commitment of Chinese ventures have impressed the African host country and

given new momentum to the African trade process.Ié1
The Balancing Act

The strategic partnership between Nigeria and China has evolved significantly in recent
years, driven by shifting geopolitical dynamics, including China's growing global influence
and the intensifying US-China rivalry. Nigeria, a major African economy and a key player in
the region, has increasingly turned to China as a strategic partner, seeking to leverage the
Asian giant's economic resources and political clout to bolster its development and
geopolitical standing.

The partnership between Nigeria and China has been multifaceted, encompassing areas
such as trade, investment, infrastructure development, and diplomatic cooperation. China
has emerged as a significant trading partner for Nigeria, with bilateral trade reaching over

$19 billion in 2021[261  This trade relationship, however, has been characterized by a
persistent trade deficit in favor of China, a point of concern for Nigeria. China's investment
in Nigeria has also been substantial, focusing on infrastructure projects, such as the
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construction of railway networks, power plants, and industrial parks. The growing
importance of China in Africa, including in Nigeria, has challenged the traditional Western
aid model and has increased the agency and negotiating power of African countries vis-a-vis

the Westl27],

Nigeria's partnership with China has significantly impacted its diplomatic and economic
relationships with other global actors, particularly the United States and regional powers.
This strategic alliance has provided Nigeria with an alternative source of investment,
infrastructure development, and trade opportunities, reducing its dependence on Western
nations. The influx of Chinese capital and expertise has led to the rapid development of
critical infrastructure projects, including railways, ports, and telecommunications networks,
which have long been neglected due to insufficient funding from traditional sources. While
this partnership has strengthened Nigeria's bargaining power in international negotiations,
it has also created challenges in balancing its relationships with traditional allies. The
United States, for instance, has expressed concerns about China's growing influence in
Africa, potentially straining US-Nigeria relations. These concerns stem from fears of China's
expanding economic and political clout in the region, as well as suspicions regarding the
long-term implications of Chinese investments and loans.

The Nigeria-China partnership has also raised questions about debt sustainability and
economic sovereignty. Critics argue that China's lending practices may lead to a "debt trap,"
potentially compromising Nigeria's ability to make independent economic and political
decisions in the future. However, proponents of the partnership contend that Chinese
investments offer more favorable terms and fewer conditions compared to those from
Western institutions, allowing for greater autonomy in development strategies. In the realm
of technology and digital infrastructure, China's involvement has been particularly notable.
Chinese companies have ©played a significant role in developing Nigeria's

telecommunications sector, including the implementation of 5G networks{28l, while this has
accelerated Nigeria's digital transformation, it has also sparked debates about data security
and technological dependence. Additionally, Nigeria must carefully navigate its position
among regional powers, as increased Chinese involvement may alter existing power
dynamics within Africa. Other African nations are closely watching Nigeria's engagement
with China, potentially influencing their own foreign policy decisions and regional alliances.

This shift could lead to a reconfiguration of economic and political relationships across the
continent, with Nigeria potentially emerging as a key intermediary between China and other
African states. The environmental and social impacts of Chinese-funded projects in Nigeria
have also come under scrutiny. While these initiatives have undoubtedly contributed to
economic growth, concerns have been raised about their ecological footprint and the
displacement of local communities.

This cultural bridge may foster greater understanding and cooperation between the two
nations but also raises questions about the long-term influence of Chinese soft power in
Nigeria. Ultimately, Nigeria's ability to maintain a delicate balance between these
competing interests will be crucial in maximizing the benefits of its partnerships while
minimizing potential conflicts and preserving its sovereignty. The success of this balancing
act will depend on Nigeria's diplomatic acumen, its capacity to diversify its international
partnerships, and its commitment to transparent and accountable governance. As Nigeria
continues to navigate this complex geopolitical landscape, its decisions and strategies will
likely have far-reaching implications not only for its own future but also for the broader
dynamics of international relations in Africa and beyond.
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Need for collaboration and mutual benefit

As the global economy continues evolving, Nigeria and China's strategic partnership has
garnered significant attention. These two giants, one in Africa and the other in Asia possess
immense potential to collaborate and mutually benefit across various sectors. (Osakwe,
2018) (Odularu, 2020) One area of potential collaboration is in the realm of trade and
commerce. Nigeria's burgeoning digital economy and the transformative impact of
technologies like blockchain, AI, and machine learning present ample opportunities for
Nigeria and China to enhance their trade capacities and expand their commercial footprint.
China's expertise in these emerging technologies could prove invaluable in helping Nigeria
unlock its business ecosystem's full potential and drive sustainable trade growth(Odularu,
2020)123],

The 2024 China-Africa Cooperation Summit is a continuation of the cooperation agreement
established in 2000 to strengthen China-Africa relations. The theme of the conference is
"Promoting Modernization and Sharing the Future", emphasizing the goal of achieving

modernization and strengthening China-Africa relations.[391

Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged $51 billion at the summit, including support for 30
infrastructure projects across Africa, a significant financial commitment to advance
cooperation hand in hand. The 2024 Summit aims to establish a plan to strengthen China-
Africa cooperation over the next three years, focusing on the country's governance,
industrialization and agriculture to restore the garden. This reflects China's efforts to
establish a high-level China-Africa community in the future. But behind these lofty goals lie

significant challenges and tensions facing Africa-China relations.[311

President Tinubu of Nigerias state visit to China has garnered significant attention, as the
two nations seek to strengthen their strategic partnership and explore areas of mutual
benefit. As Nigeria continues its pursuit of economic diversification and development, the
relationship with China has become increasingly crucial. From Nigeria's perspective, the visit
presents an opportunity to secure investments, technological transfers, and infrastructure
development that could accelerate the country's progress.China, on the other hand, views
Nigeria as a crucial player in Africa, and the engagement with Tinubu's administration is
part of Beijing's broader strategy to solidify its influence in the region. Nigeria's political
elites have generally welcomed the growing Chinese presence in the country, recognizing
the potential benefits it can bring.

However, the impact of this relationship on ordinary Nigerians has been more nuanced, with
concerns about the uneven distribution of the gains and the potential for exploitation.
China's role in Nigeria's development has been multifaceted, ranging from infrastructure
projects to trade and investment. The Chinese government has employed a unique brand of
resource acquisition strategies and trade policies that differ from the traditional Western

approach, presenting both opportunities and challenges for Nigeria.lil

In addition, the power sector in Nigeria holds immense promise for industrialization and
poverty alleviation. Unlocking this potential will require addressing the binding constraint of

poor access to affordable and stable power supply. [331china's experience developing its
power infrastructure could provide valuable insights and solutions to Nigeria, potentially
leading to a mutually beneficial partnership in this critical sector. Beyond trade and
infrastructure, Nigeria and China could also explore avenues of collaboration in areas such
as education, healthcare, and cultural exchange. The complementary strengths and shared
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aspirations of these two nations suggest that there is ample room for fruitful collaboration

that could drive economic growth, social development, and stronger diplomatic ties.[341
Recommendations/Conclusion

To examine the potential future trajectories of the Nigeria-China partnership, it is necessary
to analyze it within the context of global power dynamics and Nigeria's domestic and
foreign policy imperatives. Multiple scenarios may emerge contingent upon evolving
geopolitical realities, including the intensifying United States-China rivalry, Africa's
increasing significance in global trade, and Nigeria's endeavors to address economic and
security challenges. Bellow are such trajectories;

- Deepening Strategic Alignment: Expanding Cooperation

In this scenario, the Nigeria-China partnership expands beyond infrastructure and trade into
more strategic domains such as technology, security, and energy transition. China's Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) will continue to serve as the framework for Nigeria's development,
with enhanced investments in critical sectors.

- Balancing Strategy: Multipolar Engagement

In this trajectory, Nigeria adopts a more balanced approach, engaging with both China and
Western nations to maximize economic and political benefits. Nigeria leverages the U.S.-
China rivalry to its advantage, negotiating more favorable trade and development terms
with both parties.

Conclusion: Navigating Uncertainty with Pragmatism

The future of the Nigeria-China partnership will likely depend on Nigeria's capacity to
navigate the complex geopolitical environment. W hile deeper alignment with China offers
the potential for rapid economic growth, a balanced approach may better safeguard
Nigeria's autonomy and stability. As global power dynamics continue to evolve, Nigeria's
pragmatic engagement with both China and Western nations will be crucial in ensuring that
its development objectives are met while avoiding entanglement in great power rivalries.

As Nigeria navigates its engagement with China amidst global geopolitical shifts, it faces
both opportunities and challenges. By adopting a strategic and nuanced approach, Nigeria
can harness the benefits of its relationship with China while safeguarding its sovereignty
and promoting sustainable development. Ultimately, Nigeria's balancing act with China
reflects its broader aspirations for economic growth, regional leadership, and international
cooperation in a rapidly changing world.
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Pe3ynbTaTbl Npoueaypbl peLueH3UpoBaHUA CTaTby

B cBS3M C MNOANTUKON [ABONHOrO C/IE€MNOr0 pPELEH3NPOBAHUS JIMYHOCTb PELIEH3EHTA HE
packpbiBaeTcs.

Co cnuckom pPELEH3EHTOB n3garesibCrtBa MOXXHO O3HAKOMUTbCA 34€ECh.

PeueH3npyemas cTaTbs NocCBsLEHa UCCNeA0BaHUIO BOMPOCOB, CBSA3AHHbLIX C 9KOHOMUYECKNMH
M nonmtTuyecknmm pacdetamm Hurepmm ¢ Kutaem Ha doHe rnobanbHbIX U3SMEHEHUN.
MeTopgonorns uccnepoBaHma 6a3npyeTcs Ha M3YYeHUM U aHaNmM3e MNEepBOUCTOYHMKOB, TaKMUX
Kak oduunanbHble MpPaBUTENBCTBEHHbIE AOKYMEHTbl, COBMECTHble 3asiB/IeHWUs, BbICTYMNJIEHUS
KNOYeBbIX NNMAEPOB, a TaKXe corjalweHus, noanucaHHble Mexay Hwurepuven un Kutaewm;
aHanunse AaHHbIX Hurepmuiickoro HaunMoHasbHOro 610Opo CTaTUCTUKM O TOProBie U UHBECTULUAX
Mexay 3TUMWU CTpaHaMMu.

HayyHass HOBM3Ha wuccnegoBaHWsa COCTOMT B BbiBOAAX O TOM, 4To Hwurepusa wmoxet
ncnonb3oBaTb MpeuMywecTsa CBOWX OTHOWEHWAW C KutaeMm, coxpaHsaAss npu 3STOM CBOW
CyBEpEeHUTET, Takoe COTPYAHNYECTBO CnocobCcTBYyeT yCTOMYMBOMY pa3BuUTUIO, BanaHcupoBaHue
Hurepun c Kutaem oTpaxaeT ee 6onee WWPOKME CTpeEM/IEHUS K DKOHOMWYECKOMY PpOCTY,
pernoHasbHOMY nMAEPCTBY WU MeXAYHapoAHOMY COTpyAHWYecTBY B ObICTPO MeHswemcs
Mupe.

B cTaTthbe, NOAroTOBAIEHHOMW Ha aHIMIMNCKOM A3blke, CTPYKTYpPHO BblAeNeHbl cheaylowue
pasaenbl u noapasaensi: BeepeHue, Wctopuueckmint o63o0p: noavem Kutas B Adpuke,
Kuntancko-Hurepuiickme oTHoweHus, BbanaHcupoBaHue, [MoTpebHOCTb B COTpyAHMYECTBE W
B3auMMHOW Bbiroge, PekomeHgauun, 3aknwoyeHune n bubnmnorpacdus.

B nybnukaumu npoBeaeH aHanu3 cTpaTermM4yeckoro naptHepcTsa Mexay Hurepuen n Kutaem;
oTMe4yeHo, 4To npowno 6onee 50 net c¢ Tex nop, kak Kwutalickas HapoaHas Pecny6nuka
BnepBble oduumnmanbHo Bowna B AdpuKy, HaumHas c BbaHAYHrCKkOM KoHdepeHuun B anpene
1955 ropga, Ha KOoTOpoW npeacTaBuTeENM ABajuaTty AEBSATU a3MaTCKMX UM adpPUKAHCKUX CTpaH
obcyxpanm BonNpoc O Mupe UM ponm cTpaH tOra, WX 3>KOHOMWYECKOe pa3BuUTME U
AeKoNnoHM3auun; no Mepe Toro, kak Kwutah cTtaHoBwuacsa rnobanbHbIM 3KOHOMUYECKUM
LEHTPOM, OH aKTMBHO WCKasna HOBbIE PbIHKW, 3HEpreTM4Yeckume pecypcbl U CTpaTermyeckumx
COI3HMKOB. Hurepus, camas ryctoHaceneHHas ctpaHa AMpUKKM M KNOYEBON 3KOHOMUYECKUN
UrpoOK, eCTeCTBEHHO, CTajla XXM3HEHHO BaXHbIM MapTHEPOM B KWTAaWCKOW mHuumatmee «OAauH
nosic, OAWH NyTb»; YKPENWIUCb 3KOHOMMYECKME M AunjoMaTMdeckume KoOHTakTel Kutas B
Hwurepunun; npasuTenbCcTBO Hurepum npuseTcTBYyeT ydyactme KwuTtas, paccMmaTpuBass ero kKak
CpeACcTBO YCKOPEHMSA 3KOHOMMYECKOrO Ppas3BUTUA U CHUXKEHUS 3aBUCUMOCTU CTpaHbl OT
3anagHoM nomown; pacwupeHne npucytcteua Kutaa B Hurepum npeactasnset coboin
3Ha4YUTENbHbIN CABUM B re0noNMTUYECKOM naHawadTe C AaNeKo UAYyWMMN nocneacTBusaMmn ans
Hurepuun, pervoHa n 6onee wWMpPoKOro Muposoro nopsaka. CTpatermdyeckoe mnapTHEPCTBO
mexay Hurepmen n Kntaem 3HauynTeNbHO M3MEHMNOCb B NociegHue roabl, 4to o6ycnoBneHo
MEHSAKLWENCAa reonoIMTMY4eCcKOn AMHAMUKON, B TOM 4uCie pacTywum rnobanbHbIM BAUSHUEM
Kutas n ycunuBawwmmcsa conepHmyectsom Mexay CLUA m Kutaem. Hurepusa, kak KpynHas
adpuMKaHCKas 3KOHOMWKA M KOUYEBON UITPOK B pervoHe Bce yauwe obpawaeTcsa K Knutaw Kak K
CcTpaTern4yeckomy napTHepy, CTPeEMSACb WCMNOMb30BaTb JIKOHOMUYECKWE  pecypcCbl U
nosnTMyeckoe BJIMAHWE a3naTCKOro TruraHta ANsS YKpenjaeHus CBOEero pa3BUTUMA U
reonosIMTUYECKOro MOJTIOXKEHUS.

Bubnuorpadpuueckun cnucok sknyaeT 10 MICTOYHNKOB — NybamMKaumm n MHTEpHeT-pecypcChbl NO
paccMaTpuBaemMon TeMe. B TekcTte nybnumkauum uMeTCA aApecHble OTCbIIKM K CMUCKY
nutepaTypbl, NOATBEpXAAOWMe Hannyme anennsaunm K onnoHeHTaMm.

B kauyecTBe 3aMeyaHuss CTOUT OTMETUTb OTCYTCTBME HyMepauum u Ha3BaHUMN HEKOTOPbIX
PUCYHKOB 1 Tabnuu.
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TemMa cTaTbM akTyanbHa, MaTepunan OTpaXaeT pe3ynbTaTbl MNpoBEAEHHONo aBTOpaMu
uccnenoBaHUsd, COOTBETCTBYET TeMaTuKe XypHana «MexayHapoAHble OTHOLWEHUS», MOXeT
Bbl3BaTb UHTEpPEC Y YnTaTeNnen, peKkoMeHAYyeTCsa K OI'IY6J'IVIKOBaHM}O.
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