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Аннотация: В данной статье исследуются изменения и развитие внешней политики
России в отношении Африки в период с 2014 по 2024 год. Объединив структурный
реализм и теорию смены власти, исследование анализирует мотивацию России
корректировать свою глобальную стратегию в контексте западных санкций, особенно
экономические, политические соображения и соображения безопасности,
проявляющиеся в дипломатическом сотрудничестве с африканскими странами. Перед
лицом санкций США и Европы и международной изоляции Россия постепенно вернула
свое дипломатическое внимание к Африке, чтобы усилить свое влияние в глобальной
структуре власти. У крепляя экономическое сотрудничество, военное сотрудничество и
политические союзы с африканскими странами, Россия не только ослабила свою
изоляцию в западной системе, но и способствовала глобальному процессу
многополярности. В данной статье также оцениваются достижения и проблемы развития
российско-африканских отношений и рассматриваются их дальнейшие перспективы. В
исследовании используются исторический метод и кейс-анализ для изучения внешней
политики России в отношении Африки (2014-2024 гг.). Теории структурного реализма и
сдвига баланса сил объясняют стратегическое поведение России в условиях западных
санкций и изменения мировой расстановки сил. Данное исследование открывает новую
теоретическую перспективу для понимания стратегического выбора стран в глобальной
системе и обогащает исследовательские области конкуренции великих держав и
трансформации внешней политики. За последние десять лет внешняя политика России в
отношении Африки изменилась под влиянием западных санкций. Россия развивала
сотрудничество с африканскими странами в таких сферах, как энергетика, сельское
хозяйство и военное взаимодействие, что позволило снизить зависимость от Запада и
укрепить свои позиции на мировой арене. Эта стратегия соответствует принципам
структурного реализма: через многоуровневое сотрудничество с Африкой восстановлен
баланс сил и ускорено развитие многополярного мирового порядка, несмотря на
внешнюю конкуренцию и внутренние ограничения.

Ключевые слова:

Российско-африканские отношения, международные отношения, российская внешняя
политика, африканская дипломатия, структурный реализм, теория смены власти, санкции
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Introduction

Against the backdrop of comprehensive economic sanctions imposed on Russia by the West,
there has been a significant shift in Russian foreign policy. Africa, with its rich resources,
growing market demand and relatively weak international sanctions pressure, has become a
key region for Russian diplomacy. Russia quickly adjusted its strategy in response to the
sanctions and launched extensive cooperation with African countries in the fields of energy,
economy and agriculture. This has not only strengthened Russia's economic and strategic
influence in Africa, but also demonstrated Russia's diplomatic transformation in search of
new partners in a multipolar international system.

The aim of this study is to analyse the development of Russia-Africa relations in the period
2014-2024, and to explore the dynamics of Russia's foreign policy turn and the strategic
considerations behind it during this period. By taking a comprehensive look at Russia-Africa
relations, the paper seeks to reveal how Russia has refocused its diplomacy against the
backdrop of Western sanctions in order to expand its influence and strategic position on a
global scale.

In order to better understand this shift, the paper uses structural realism and power shift
theory as an analytical framework to explain Russia's diplomatic choices in the changing
international power landscape. By analysing the development of Russian-African relations,
this paper not only provides a new perspective for understanding Russia's diplomatic
strategy, but also provides an empirical basis for the application of international relations
theory and looks ahead to the future development of Russian-African relations.

Theoretical framework

Using structural realism and power shift theory as a central framework, this paper analyses
Russia's foreign policy turn towards Africa in the wake of Western sanctions. Structural
realism emphasises that in an international state of anarchy, states must cope with
security dilemmas and the pressure of the balance of power in order to maintain their
survival, and constantly pursue power and influence. In the face of factors such as isolation
and a deteriorating international environment brought about by U.S.-European sanctions,
Russia has adjusted its global strategy towards unsanctioned regions such as Africa in order
to maintain its relative power in the international system. This diplomatic shift can be seen
as Russia's strategy of seeking to cope with the redistribution of global power and maintain
its international status, in line with the logic of power maximisation emphasised by

structural realism
[1]

.

At the same time, the theory of power shift further explains why Russia has prioritised
Africa as a priority region for cooperation in its strategic realignment. The theory states that
when a country's relative power slips or rises, the global power landscape changes
dynamically, triggering conflicts or adjustments between countries. By deepening its
cooperation with African countries, Russia has not only expanded its influence in emerging
markets economically and militarily, but has also responded to Western sanctions and filled
its losses in the European and American systems through this transfer of power. This
strategy reflects Russia's proactive behaviour in adapting to changes in the global power
landscape, and also marks its efforts to construct a new balance of power in the global

system and challenge the Western-dominated international order
[2]

.
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Russia's foreign policy development with Africa

In 1991, after the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia inherited the diplomatic legacy of
the Soviet era.

However, this phase was characterised by severe domestic economic and political crises,
and Russia's foreign policy focus shifted to Europe, the United States and the CIS, with
Africa being marginalised. The downturn in Russian-African relations during this phase was
mainly due to the shift in Russia's global strategy from ideological confrontation to its own
domestic economic recovery. For Russia, Africa's strategic position declined during this
period, and Russia did not have enough resources to maintain its African policy during the
Soviet era. It closed some projects and flights in Africa and demanded that African countries

repay loans, etc
[3]

. Therefore, Russia-Africa relations were relatively stagnant during this

period
[4]

.

W hen Russian President Vladimir Putin came to power in 2000, Russia's economy recovered
and it gradually resumed its global diplomatic strategy and began to refocus on the
importance of Africa as an emerging market. Since then Russia has gradually realised the

economic potential of Africa
[5]

.

Cooperation with African countries has begun to pick up, but it remains limited in scale and
the diplomatic focus is more on diplomatic relations with Europe and the United States.
Since 2001, Russia has strengthened its cooperation with Africa through a number of high-
level visits covering the military, technological and trade spheres. Separate visits by
Russian presidents to several African countries to promote energy and trade cooperation
and to reaffirm Russia's focus on the region suggest that Russia is refocusing on its
traditional geopolitical interests.

The Crimean crisis of 2014 became an important turning point in Russian foreign policy.
Since 2014, Russia's foreign policy towards Africa has shown a remarkable turn, gradually
becoming a new diplomatic priority for Russia and growing rapidly over the next decade.

In order to break the diplomatic isolation brought about by Western sanctions, Russia has
intensively carried out high-level diplomatic visits. in 2015 and 2017, Putin visited Egypt
twice, consolidating Russian-Egyptian relations as its key partner in North Africa. in 2018,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov paid a visit to five African countries, and in the same
year, Putin visited South Africa for the third time, which further deepened Russia's
cooperation with major African countries. These visits not only strengthened political ties
between Russia and Africa, but also laid the foundation for deeper cooperation afterwards.

An important milestone in Russian-African relations was reached in October 2019, when the
first Russia-Africa Summit was successfully held in Sochi, marking Russia's return to

Africa
[6]

. Representatives of 54 African countries and eight African regional integration
organisations gathered. The summit gave a significant boost to cooperation between the
parties in such areas as energy, infrastructure, minerals and the military. During the
meeting, the parties signed 92 agreements totalling about 1 trillion roubles.

Demonstrating the overall enhancement of Russian-African relations. By forgiving $20 billion
in debt to African countries, Russia has expressed its commitment to helping African
countries to preserve their sovereignty and resolve their internal problems. By strengthening
its cooperation with Africa, Russia hopes to achieve a rebalancing of the global power
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structure and to consolidate its influence in Africa and expand its voice in international

affairs
[7]

.

In 2022, the Russia-Ukraine conflict further shattered Russia's relations with the West.
During this period “African countries will not only need to make political and diplomatic

choices, but also to cope with the resulting multiple crises in food, energy and finance”
[8]

.

This has prompted Russia to accelerate its diplomatic turn towards the countries of the
South, particularly Africa. Africa's growing importance in the international system has made
it one of Russia's key partners in strengthening strategic cooperation.

The second Russia-Africa Summit was held in July 2023 against this backdrop, marking a
further escalation of relations between the two countries. The summit demonstrated the
expansion of Russian-African cooperation from traditional military and energy cooperation to
a multidisciplinary and multilevel framework of cooperation, including economic, agricultural,

scientific, technological and cultural aspects
[9]

.

As the continent's economic power and international political influence increase, Russia, by
deepening its relations with African countries, seeks not only to break the isolation brought
about by Western sanctions, but also to occupy an important position in the global
multipolarisation process. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov stated at the beginning of

2024 that Russian-African relations had reached a “truly strategic level”
[10]

, a strategic
partnership that reflects not only Russia's geopolitical presence in Africa, but also its
ambition to shape a new international order on a global scale.

Russia is facing a tougher international environment, which has given further impetus to its
multifaceted cooperation with Africa. Africa has become an important strategic partner for
Russia in the global political game, especially in dealing with the Western-dominated global
order and promoting the development of multipolarity in the world, and Africa is an
important diplomatic tool for Russia. The expansion of Russian-African relations from
traditional military and energy cooperation to more diversified areas shows that Russian-
African cooperation has shifted from strategic to strategic.

Motivations for Russia's foreign policy turn towards Africa

In the aftermath of the Crimean crisis in 2014, Russia's foreign policy towards Africa has
shifted from a strategic to a tactical approach in economic, political and military terms, and
has resulted in a rapid development of Russian-African relations.

1. Economic dynamics

Economic co-operation is one of the central driving forces in the development of Russian-
African relations, especially when Western sanctions limit Russia's room for manoeuvre in
traditional markets, and Africa becomes an important alternative market and economic
partner.

Following the Crimean crisis in 2014, the West imposed a series of harsh economic
sanctions on Russia, and by early May 2024, the EU had imposed thirteen consecutive

rounds of sanctions on Russia
[11]

. This has significantly limited Russia's economic
engagement with the US and European markets, particularly in the areas of energy exports,
the financial system and high technology. In order to cope with its economic difficulties,
Russia has accelerated its exploration of African markets and sought new economic
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partners.

The continent is rich in natural resources and fast-growing markets.2023 At the second
Russia-Africa Summit, Russian President Vladimir Putin said that more than 30 energy

projects are currently being developed in 16 African countries
[12]

.

By strengthening cooperation with African countries in the areas of energy, minerals,
infrastructure and other areas, Russia will be able to expand its export markets and gain
access to much-needed resources, while at the same time creating new investment
opportunities for its own enterprises. In particular, there is great potential for cooperation
between Russia and African countries in the development of oil, gas and mineral

resources
[13]

.

Many countries in Africa are in the process of industrialisation and have a strong need for

infrastructure development
[14]

. By providing technical support, equipment and funds, Russia
is participating in infrastructure construction in Africa and enhancing its economic influence
in Africa. In addition, agriculture is an important area of Russian-African economic
cooperation, and many African countries depend on Russia for food imports, especially after

the outbreak of the Ukrainian crisis
[15]

.

2. Political motivations

In its global foreign policy, Russia is increasingly focusing on expanding its international
discourse and political influence by building political alliances with African countries.
Political motivation is another important driver of the development of Russian-African
relations. Increased emphasis on Africa in new official documents. Response to Western
diplomatic isolation: the push for a multipolar world order:

Chinese scholars Zhang Jian and Li Xinlong have compiled Africa's ranking on Russia's
regional priorities based on information from the official website of the Russian Presidential
Network (http://kremlin.ru/), where Africa has moved up from tenth place in 2016 to sixth

place in 2023, ahead of Europe and the United States
[16]

.

In the face of diplomatic isolation and sanctions pressure from the West, Russia needs to
find new allies in the international system to undermine the West's dominance of
international institutions.54 African countries occupy important positions in multilateral
institutions such as the United Nations and are among the largest regional political forces
in the world. By engaging in multilateral diplomacy with African countries, Russia can
increase its influence in international affairs and resist Western diplomatic pressure. In the
context of the Ukrainian crisis, African countries have chosen neutrality, refusing to directly

criticise Russia or join international pressure
[17]

.

Russia has consistently supported the development of global multipolarity, and through its
multilateral diplomacy with African countries it seeks to break the unipolar world order
dominated by the West. As a region with a large number of developing countries and
emerging markets, Africa is an important link in the development of global multipolarity. By
deepening its relations with African countries, Russia hopes to promote the establishment
of a more multipolar international system, thereby weakening the dominant position of the

West and securing more strategic space for itself on the international stage
[18]

.
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3. Military and security motivations

Military and security cooperation is also an important part of Russia's foreign policy turn
towards Africa. Russia has long been one of the main suppliers of weapons to African
countries. Many African countries have a strong demand for Russian military equipment,
especially in maintaining internal security and dealing with insurgency and terrorism, and
Russian arms exports are competitive in Africa. Through arms sales, military training and
security co-operation, Russia has not only made significant economic gains, but has also
established a strategic military presence in the African region.

The rapid development of Russian-African relations is the result of multiple factors. In
terms of economic motivation, after facing Western sanctions, Russia is in urgent need of
easing its economic pressure through Africa's resources and markets; in terms of political
motivation, the important role played by African countries in the international system has
made Russia see them as key cooperation targets for breaking the Western-dominated
international order and promoting global multipolarity; and in terms of military and security
motivation, through arms exports and military co-operation, Russia has both achieved
economic interests and strengthen its military and security influence in Africa.

Concrete results of the implementation of Russian-African foreign policy

1. Economic cooperation

Energy and resource development: Russia's cooperation in the field of energy and resource
development has been extremely effective, particularly in projects for the use of
underground resources, either through joint development with African countries or through
the acquisition of local enterprises, which has not only given impetus to the development of
the economies of African countries, but has also created conditions for sustainable growth

in Africa
[19]

.

As part of the project, Russia is helping African countries to master advanced technologies
and management experience through the training of local engineering and management
personnel, thereby implementing and promoting Russian foreign policy locally and further
strengthening deeper Russian-African co-operation in the field of energy and resources.

Infrastructure projects: Russia is actively involved in the construction of infrastructure in
Africa, participating in such projects as roads, ports, power facilities and others by providing
technical, financial and equipment support. For example, Russian companies have carried
out projects for the construction of nuclear power plants in Egypt and Algeria, which have
not only contributed to the modernisation of local infrastructure, but also increased the
international competitiveness of Russian companies.

Agricultural and food co-operation: After the Ukraine crisis, Russia's position in the global

food market has increased significantly
[20]

, and many countries in Africa rely on Russian
food supplies, especially wheat. By providing food aid and strengthening agricultural
cooperation, Russia has consolidated its economic relations with African countries.

The data
[21]

 show that in 2021, Russia's trade with Africa increased by 22% to $17.7 billion,
of which Russia exported $14.7 billion and imported $3 billion, resulting in a trade surplus
of $11.7 billion. Russia imports mainly food and agricultural raw materials from Africa
(64%), while exports are dominated by grains, arms and oil products (70%). In 2022,
Russian-African trade increases to $18 billion, with food crops accounting for 25%, oil and
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petroleum products for 22%, and weapons also being a significant part of exports. It is
expected that the volume of Russian-African trade could double by 2030. Russia's imports
from Africa are mainly foodstuffs, accounting for about 60%.

The Director of the Department for Development of Bilateral Cooperation noted that “the
volume of Russia's foreign trade with African countries in 2022 will amount to about $18
billion, and that about 25% of Russia's supplies to the African market will come from wheat
and blended wheat, and another 22% from oil and petroleum products. Many large Russian
companies operate in African countries. Between 60% and 70% of Russian investment is in
the exploration and production of minerals. About 30 Russian companies operate in this

sector. By 2030, the volume of trade between Russia and Africa could at least double
[22]

”.

2. Political cooperation

At the present time, the Russian Federation and the countries of Africa are jointly facing an
urgent task: the construction of a more just and rational international order that responds
to the characteristics of the new era. For African countries, Russia continues to be regarded
as the key partner most likely to speak out and defend their interests on the international
stage, and it naturally constitutes an effective counterweight to the hegemonic attempts of
a single or a group of global powers. For Russia, therefore, this is an important moment to
elevate Africa to the status of a strategic partner in order to deepen the synergy between

the two sides in global affairs
[23]

.

Cooperation between the United Nations and multilateral institutions: Africa, with 54 States
Members of the United Nations, is the world's largest regional political bloc. Through its
multilateral diplomacy with African countries, Russia is defending the authoritative status
and central role of the United Nations and is actively practising genuine multilateralism.

High-level exchange of visits and summit diplomacy: in recent years, political and economic

cooperation between Russia and Africa has been deepening. According to TASS
[24]

: in 2015-
2017, President Putin visited Egypt twice, and Foreign Minister Lavrov made frequent trips
to African countries. 2018 saw Putin's visit to South Africa, which gave further impetus to
bilateral relations. 2019 saw the Russia-Africa Summit held in Sochi, which saw the signing
of 92 agreements and the establishment of a new mechanism, the “Russia-Africa
Partnership Forum”. “ a new mechanism. Since then, Lavrov has continued to visit many
African countries, and in 2023, Russia hosted a conference on “Russia-Africa in a multipolar
world” in Moscow, which was addressed by Putin, and an African delegation visited St.
Petersburg to discuss the Ukrainian crisis, demonstrating the positive trend of multifaceted
cooperation between the two sides.

3. Military and security cooperation

Arms exports: Russia is one of the main suppliers of weapons and equipment to African
countries. Many African countries rely on Russian military equipment to counter internal
security threats and regional conflicts, especially in response to terrorism and insurgency.
Through arms sales, Russia is not only able to reap economic benefits, but also increase its
military influence in Africa. Countries such as Algeria, Egypt and Angola are important
markets for Russian arms exports.

Security and Military Training: In addition to arms exports, Russia also provides military
training and consultancy services to help African countries cultivate their military forces,
promote their national security and stability, and lay the foundation for its future security
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cooperation in Africa.

Mercenaries and Private Military Companies: Russian private military companies have been
involved in military operations in several conflict zones in Africa. These mercenaries have
helped stabilise or fight in a number of African countries, increasing Russia's military
influence there.

Currently, Russia has military-technical cooperation with 25 of 39 countries in sub-Saharan
Africa. Russia's Defence Export Corporation (Rosoboronexport) has permanent
representative offices in Uganda, Ethiopia and Angola, and has signed government-to-
government agreements on military-technical cooperation with most African countries.

Russia's main partners include Angola, the Sudan, Uganda and Ethiopia
[25]

.

In December 2023, at the international defence industry exhibition EDEX-2023,
Rosoboronexport announced a 30% increase in exports to Africa in 2023, exceeding $5.2

billion
[26]

.

Security cooperation and expansion of military influence: In addition to arms exports,
Russia has expanded its military influence in Africa through security cooperation. Private
military companies deployed by Russia in Africa have been involved in security affairs in
several countries, helping some regimes to cope with civil unrest and stabilisation needs. In
this way, Russia's military footprint in Africa is expanding, thus playing an important role in

African security affairs
[27]

.

4. Humanitarian and educational cooperation

Debt relief and assistance programmes: Russia has won political and economic support from
African countries through debt relief. For example, during the 2019 Russia-Africa Summit,
Russia forgave $20 billion in debt to African countries. This initiative enhanced Russia's
international reputation and consolidated its partnerships in Africa.

Educational and cultural cooperation: at the outset, it was noted that Russia's cultural and
humanistic cooperation with Africa lacked clear priority directions and relevant strategic
documents, which led to a relative lag in development in this area and a failure to keep

pace with other areas
[28]

.

Subsequently, Russia has strengthened educational and cultural exchanges with African
countries, offering scholarships, training programmes and language learning opportunities to
attract African students to study in Russia. This use of soft power not only promotes mutual
understanding between the peoples of the two countries, but also provides an important
talent pool for the future expansion of Russian influence in Africa.

In 2019, at the first Russia-Africa Summit, the two sides reached an agreement on co-
operation in the fields of education, technology and vocational training, with the aim of
providing African youth, women and people with disabilities with more learning
opportunities and promoting social stability. Due to population growth and increased
demand for education in Africa, the prospects for Russian educational exports in Africa are

favourable
[29]

.

According to experts at the second Russia-Africa Economic and Humanitarian Forum
[30]

: in
the 2022/23 academic year, nearly 35 thousand African students are studying in Russia.
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This is four thousand more than in the last school year. The number of African students has
tripled in the last 13 years. This reflects Russia's demand for African talent familiar with its
culture, business and law. In addition to attracting African students to Russia, Russia could
set up branches or partner universities in Africa to promote culture and knowledge. At the
same time, Russian experts are encouraged to work in Africa to promote bilateral
cooperation. These measures are aimed at deepening Russian-African relations by
establishing long-term diplomatic and economic ties through education.

In 2019, Russia launched scientific and educational cooperation programs with Uganda and
other East African countries.In 2021, the Russian-African Network University was
established to promote academic exchanges and intercultural dialogue. At the same time,
Russian scientific and cultural centers operated in eight African countries.In the 2022/2023
school year, a number of Russian schools introduced Kiswahili and Amharic courses.In March
2023, the Russian University of Peoples' Friendship resumed its name in honor of Lumumba,

deepening historical ties with Africa
[31]

.

Impact and future prospects

The development of Russian-African relations has brought many benefits to African
countries. First, on the economic front, Russian investment in Africa in the areas of energy,
infrastructure and agriculture has helped African countries to enhance their economic
autonomy and development capacity. Through these co-operation projects, African countries
have gained access to much-needed resources and capital, which has promoted regional
economic stability and growth. Second, the strengthening of Russian-African military
cooperation, including arms exports and military training, has upgraded the defence
capabilities of African countries and enhanced their ability to deal with terrorism and
regional conflicts. In addition, Russia's debt relief and cooperation in cultural and
educational exchanges have made a significant contribution to the development of human
resources and the improvement of social welfare in African countries. These co-operations
have helped African countries gain more autonomy and voice in the international arena and
break away from their dependence on the West.

The deepening of Russian-African relations has provided Russia with strategic economic and
political support. Against the backdrop of intensifying Western sanctions, Russia has
expanded its international markets and eased the pressure of economic sanctions through
co-operation with African countries, especially in energy and arms exports, where it has
gained new market shares. By strengthening bilateral and multilateral cooperation with
African countries, Russia has effectively expanded its global influence and enhanced its
status as a global power.

The development of Russian-African relations has had a profound impact on the process of
global multipolarity. As the West's economic and diplomatic blockade of Russia continues to
intensify, Russia has turned to Africa in search of new international partnerships and has
become an important factor in the redistribution of global power. Through its cooperation
with African countries, Russia has weakened the West's traditional influence in Africa and
contributed to the reorganisation of the global power landscape. Russian-African relations
have not only promoted multilateralism in international affairs, but also South-South
cooperation on a global scale, adding to the trend of decentralisation of global political
power.

Looking ahead, Russian-African relations are expected to continue to deepen. Western
sanctions against Russia are not expected to slow down in the near future, and Russia will
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further strengthen its cooperation with Africa. This cooperation will not be limited to the
military and energy sectors, but will also extend to emerging areas such as finance and the
digital economy. Russian scholars believe that cooperation between Russia and African
countries is not only a reflection of the respective interests of the two sides, but also a

practical need to address global challenges and promote global peace and development
[32]

.

However, the development of Russian-African relations faces a number of challenges.
Russia's domestic economic pressures may limit its long-term investment of resources in
Africa, while African countries may place new demands and expectations on Russia's co-
operation in the face of other powers such as China and the United States. In addition, how
Russia responds to the growing autonomy of African states and how it maintains its
influence in Africa in the face of complex international competition will be an important test
for Russia-Africa relations in the future.

Conclusion

Russia's foreign policy towards Africa has changed significantly over the past decade, a
change largely driven by post-2014 US and European sanctions. In the face of economic
isolation from the West, Russia has turned its strategic attention to Africa, actively seeking
new economic and political partners. By strengthening cooperation with Africa in the fields
of energy, minerals, agriculture, and the military, Russia has not only succeeded in reducing
its dependence on the US and European markets, but has also elevated its position in
global affairs through its partnership with Africa. This strategy is in line with the core logic
of structural realism, in which states pursue their own security and power in an anarchic
international system. In the face of Western sanctions pressure, Russia has sought to re-
establish its comparative advantage in the global power structure by pursuing a balance of
power through cooperation with African states.

Africa, as an emerging centre of power, is gradually becoming a strategic priority for global
powers. By expanding its diplomatic and economic presence in Africa, Russia has effectively
weakened the Western-dominated unipolar world order and helped shape a more pluralistic
international power landscape. By establishing multi-level cooperative relations with African
countries, it has worked with Africa to promote the principle of non-interference in
international affairs and the concept of a multi-polar world, countering Western-led
interventionism and hegemony.

According to the theory of power shift, the global power structure is not fixed, but
dynamically changing. Against the backdrop of U.S.-European sanctions that have weakened
Russia's traditional diplomatic power, Russia has sought to challenge the Western-
dominated international order and promote the redistribution of power by strengthening its
relations with Africa. As an emerging centre of power, Africa has become an important
platform for Russia to reposition itself in the global system. By expanding political,
economic, and military cooperation with Africa, Russia has taken on a more diverse role in
global affairs, a move that has contributed to the multipolarity of world politics.

Looking ahead, Russia's foreign policy toward Africa will continue to deepen, not only out of
economic interests but also as a strategic choice to geopolitically challenge the West's
dominant power landscape. Under the long-term pressure of sanctions, Russia will increase
its investment in and diplomatic support for the African market, further contributing to the
process of multipolarisation in the world. Nonetheless, Russia's development prospects in
Africa will still face competition from external sources, such as the influence of the US and
Europe, as well as internal constraints on its economic strength. Overall, however, Russian-
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African relations are an important part of global multipolarity, continuing to promote the
redistribution of global power and providing more opportunities for emerging market
countries to cooperate and jointly advance the global multipolarity process.
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Результаты процедуры рецензирования статьи

В связи с политикой двойного слепого рецензирования личность рецензента не
раскрывается. 
Со списком рецензентов издательства можно ознакомиться здесь.

Данная статья посвящена развитию российско-африканских отношений на фоне
растущей дестабилизации в Европе и экономического гнета антироссийских санкций со
стороны стран Запада. Автор в исследовании пытается проследить динамику
сотрудничества РФ со странами африканского континента в период после 2014 года,
когда отстояла свой суверенитет на международной арене. На фоне все возрастающего
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давления США и Евросоюза на Россию, отношения между странами востока и Китаем,
Африкой, представляют собой весьма весомую перспективу для РФ. Исследование,
таким образом, выполнено на одну из актуальных тематик для науки международных
отношений. Статья выполнена на хорошем научном английском языке и имеет четкое
структурное деление с тематическими подзаголовками. Теоретико-методологическую
рамку исследования составляет структурный релализм с опорой на концепцию властного
и дипломатического сдвига в международных отношениях. В целом, методология
выбрана достаточно адекватно поставленным исследовательским задачам и цели.
Общая целевая установка направлена на выявление мотивов по изменению
внешнеполитического курса Российской Федерации, а также анализ преимуществ от
экономического и дипломатического сотрудничества со странами Африки. Статья
содержит достаточно основательный исторический блок, позволяющий отследить
эволюцию российско-африканских отношений, а также пласт материала, основанный на
детальной проработке политико-стратегических документов РФ и отдельных государств
Африки. Статья опирается на большое количество научных источников на разных
языках, вместе с тем, сразу хочется отметить, что библиография выполнена не
корректно, и некоторые позиции не переведены на англицский язык. Статья вносит
весьма значимый теоретико-практический вклад в исследование зарубежной политики
Российской Федерации и несомненно вызовет значительный интерес у читательской
аудитории журнала «Международные отношения». Вместе с тем, статью следовало бы
дополнить конкретными примерами сотрудничества с отдельными странами Африки,
например, ориентируясь на отдельный опыт в области региональной политики. Дискурс-
анализ публичных мероприятий и дипломатических миссий на уровне первых лиц
государств позволили бы составить полную картину по степени и интенсивности
дипломатической и политико-культурной «экспансии» России в Африку. Степень научной
разрбатанности представленной проблематики также следует прописать более
обстоятельно. Автору рекомендуется, таким образом, дополнить методологию
исследования методом кейс-стади. В целом статья дает хорошее представление о роли
России в новой многополярной системе международных отношений и может быть
рекомендована к публикации после внесения некоторых дополнений и устранения
недостатков в части оформления списка литературы. Научную новизну подтверждают
отдельные методологические интенции, используемые автором при анализе структурных
компонентов стратегического сотрудничества России с международными организациями
на африканском континенте.

Результаты процедуры повторного рецензирования статьи

В связи с политикой двойного слепого рецензирования личность рецензента не
раскрывается. 
Со списком рецензентов издательства можно ознакомиться здесь.

Рецензируемая статья посвящена исследованию вопросов трансформации внешней
политики России в отношении Африки в условиях санкций США и Европы в 2014-2024 гг.
Методология исследования базируется на использовании структурного реализма и
теория сдвига власти в качестве аналитической основы для объяснения
дипломатического выбора России в меняющемся международном ландшафте власти.
Актуальность работы авторы связывают с тем, что Африка с ее богатыми ресурсами,
растущим рыночным спросом и относительно слабым международным санкционным
давлением стала ключевым регионом для российской дипломатии, широкое
сотрудничество с африканскими странами в области энергетики, экономики и сельского
хозяйства укрепляет экономическое и стратегическое влияние России в Африке,
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способствует поиску новых партнеров в многополярной международной системе.
Научная новизна исследования состоит в представленных результатах анализа развития
российско-африканских отношений в период 2014-2024 гг., в выводах о
переориентировании Россией своей дипломатии на фоне западных санкций с целью
расширения влияния и стратегических позиций в глобальном масштабе.
В публикации, подготовленной на английском языке, структурно выделены следующие
разделы и подразделы: Введение, Теоретическая часть, Развитие внешней политики
России в отношении Африки, Мотивы внешнеполитического разворота России в сторону
Африки (1. Экономическая динамика, 2. Политические мотивы, 3. Военные мотивы и
мотивы безопасности), О  конкретных итогах реализации российско-африканского
внешнеполитического курса (1. Экономическое сотрудничество, 2. Политическое
сотрудничество, 3. Военное сотрудничество и сотрудничество в области безопасности, 4.
Гуманитарное и образовательное сотрудничество), Влияние и перспективы на будущее,
Заключение и Библиография.
В тексте статьи отмечено, что в условиях изоляции и ухудшения международной
обстановки, вызванных американо-европейскими санкциями, Россия скорректировала
свою глобальную стратегию в отношении регионов, не охваченных санкциями, таких как
Африка, чтобы сохранить свое относительное влияние в международной системе;
освещено развитие внешней политики России в отношении Африки начиная с 1991 г.;
показано стремительное развитие российско-африканских отношений после 2014 г.;
сказано о том, что в настоящее время разрабатывается более 30 энергетических
проектов в 16 странах Африки; высказаны соображения по поводу перспектив
российско-африканского сотрудничества.
Библиографический список включает 32 источника – научные публикации на русском
языке по рассматриваемой теме, а также интернет-ресурсы. На источники в тексте
публикации имеются адресные отсылки к списку литературы, подтверждающие наличие
апелляции к оппонентам.
Тема статьи актуальна, материал отражает результаты проведенного авторами
исследования, содержит элементы приращения научного знания, соответствует тематике
журнала «Международные отношения», может вызвать интерес у читателей и
рекомендуется к публикации.
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