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Аннотация: Миграция в Экономическом сообществе западноафриканских государств
(ЭКОВАС) - сложное явление, обусловленное экономическим неравенством,
политической нестабильностью и социальным неравенством. В этом динамичном регионе
наблюдаются как внутренние, так и внешние миграционные потоки, что создает целый
ряд проблем и возможностей, требующих инновационных решений. Экономическое
сообщество западноафриканских государств (ЭКОВАС), в которое входят 13 стран-
членов, коллективно взяло на вооружение дипломатию в контексте межрегиональной
миграции. Это решение означает смягчение правил, когда любая страна-член стремится
заниматься миграционной деятельностью на территории другого государства-члена. В
результате как отправляющие, так и принимающие страны получили соответствующие
преимущества и столкнулись с соответствующими проблемами. Следует отметить, что
миграционная дипломатия ЭКОВАС считается самой слабой межрегиональной
дипломатией в мире. Цель данной статьи - рассмотреть концепцию миграционной
дипломатии в рамках ЭКОВАС, пролить свет на ее исторический и современный статус,
возможности, которые она предоставляет, и проблемы, препятствующие ее развитию.
Кроме того, для иллюстрации этих моментов в статье используются примеры Нигерии и
Ганы. В данной статье используется многогранный подход к изучению роли
миграционной дипломатии в регионе ЭКОВАС. Она использует сочетание качественных и
количественных методов исследования, чтобы обеспечить всестороннее понимание
п р о б л е м ы. Исследование начинается со всестороннего обзора существующей
литературы по миграционной дипломатии с акцентом на ее теоретические основы,
практическое применение и конкретную значимость для африканского контекста. Этот
обзор включает в себя научные журналы, отчеты международных организаций, таких
как Международная организация по миграции (МОМ) и У правление Верховного
комиссара ООН по делам беженцев (У ВКБ ООН), а также политические документы
ЭКОВАС и его государств-членов. Далее анализ углубляется за счет изучения
конкретных примеров в регионе ЭКОВАС.

Ключевые слова:

Миграционная дипломатия, Э К О В А С , Международные отношения, Межрегиональное
сотрудничество , Н и г е р и я , Г а н а , Многополярный мир, Г е ополитика , терроризм,
Стратегические интересы

Introduction to the concept

Movements into and out of a country have existed since time immemorial and the rate of
travel depends on the desire and capacity of the individuals carrying out such movements
[1]. However, in situations where the process involved in this movement is stringent or less
demanding, there is a corresponding discouragement or enablement of travelling decisions
[2]. W hile borders protect a country from the illegal inflow of people, diplomatic strategies
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such as dual citizenship, trade policies, and free-movement policies help to circumvent the

need for migration procedures such as visa approval [3]. Migration diplomacy thus refers to
all efforts and negotiations geared towards regulating the movement of people in and out

of a country [4]. It does not solely represent its policies but these are elements of migration
diplomacy. Basically, migration policies and issues such as trading and seeking refuge do
not automatically translate to diplomacy except they play roles in achieving the migration-

related goals of a country [5]. It typically involves bargaining to find a compromise between
the interests of the regions involved classified as either the receiving, sending, or transit

s tates [6]. It mostly involves more than one country, with one being recognised as the
sending state and the other recognised as the receiving state, and could involve treaties
and the relaxation of migration rules. Complex states are those that function in more than
one capacity of migration, either as both sending and receiving or as sending and transit

state or receiving and transit state [7]. For example, Nigeria functions as both a sending
and receiving country in intra-African migration and Senegal is mostly a transit state for

people who desire to travel to other continents [8]. Also, Niger is a transit country and the
major link between Europe and Sub-Saharan Africa, bearing a border to four West African

countries as well as two other countries outside the region [9]. This diplomacy has been one

of the tools used to achieve international relations aims surrounding migration [10]. W hile
many scholars seem to be more interested in the migration of Africans to other continents
as is seen in major cases, this movement still happens within the continent. This is a result
of its perceived potential benefits in the present and future. In fact, evidence suggests that

migration within Africa supersedes that occurring between Africa and other continents [11].
Therefore, This study seeks to unravel the concept of migration diplomacy regarding the
migration of Africans to and from other African countries in the ECOWAS region, identify
challenges, and make suggestions as to how this diplomacy can be optimised.

Study methodology

This article adopts the literature review method of obtaining and synthesising evidence. As
a secondary study, it employs previously published literature but was however not
discriminately sought as only articles published in peer-reviewed journals such as Google
Scholar and international relations journals were included such as Genesis: Historical
Research, Sage International Journal, and the International Affairs journal. Keywords used
in the search included those that made up the research topic such as ‘migration,
‘diplomacy’, and ‘ECOWAS’. The gathered evidence was thus qualitatively synthesised and
critically examined to make up the written argument on the topic.

Intra-African migration

Africa is a continent recognised for its high migration rate, especially in terms of emigration

due to the high percentage of unemployment, insecurity, and poverty [12]. For some, the

migration out of their home countries is temporary [13]. However, in other cases, some of
these immigrants become diasporas and spend most of their lives outside their countries of
origin. Africa has quite some diasporas and the African Union (AU) recognises their role in
developing their homelands, therefore introducing diaspora diplomacy as a part of migration

diplomacy [14].

Historically speaking, prior to the attainment of independence from their colonial masters,
the intra-regional migration of West Africans was as a result of searching for greener
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pastures in terms of finding security and good soil for farming activities [15]. Years later,
this desire to migrate would still exist but in a more sophisticated manner such as the

exchange of mineral resources, educational talent, and employment opportunities [16].
Flahaux and De Haas (2016) published the statistical trend of intra-African migration,
reporting an estimate of 6,176,385 cross-migration as of 1960, 7,966,359 in 1980, and

10,500,000 in 2000 [17]. O ther statistics showed that, in 2020, an estimated 21 million
Africans resided in other African regions than their countries of origin, recording a migration

rate of 88% between 2010 and 2022 [18]. It is further reported that 80% of African migrants
are not interested in moving to another continent. This showed a progression in the rate of
travel and even more in West Africa, partly attributed to the short distances between the

countries and close similarities in culture and language [19].

ECOWAS migration diplomacy

Migration across West African countries after the colonial era became rather rigid as the
new government of member states aimed at protecting the opportunities and indigenous

benefits that were available for their citizens [20]. It therefore became necessary to
establish a means of promoting the pre-existing interactions between these countries to

preserve their relationships [21]. Regional Economic Communities (RECs) are formed by the
African Union (AU) to improve harmony and unity among African countries segmented into

different regions [22]. The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is one of
such committees in order to implement migration diplomacy among other aims and is a
good example of such as there is cross-migration freedom entailing the entitlement of any
individual from a member state to reside in another member state for up to 90 days without

requiring a visa or permit among other provisions [23]. It was formed by West African
countries in 1975 as a treaty to improve trade policies among the countries, also referred to
as member states. This was aimed at easing the divide conferred by the diverse

colonisation of the member states by the English, French, or Portuguese colonisers [24]. The
three levels of the treaty provisions are outlined as the freedom of entry and settlement
into any member state, the freedom to seek and take on employment, and the freedom to
engage in economic activities. The visa-free policy during cross-migration among the
member states has been recognised as a major driver of this reality. Following the
establishment of the treaty, in 1985 and 2000 respectively, a travel certificate and ECOWAS

passport were introduced as means of achieving the said ease of movement [25]. The
ECOWAS passport is recognised as being the only requirement for movement into any of the
member states and the rights of the holders are protected as a result. This no-visa
movement across the states has shown immense impact as the statistics reported by
Kramo (2022) showed that 90% of migration into West African countries are from other

members of the ECOWAS, leaving 10% to places outside the regions [26]. Côte d’Ivoire,
Ghana and Nigeria are both the leading sending and leading receiving countries. Another
peculiar concept is the almost equal percentage of cross-migration within countries. For

example, the highest number of migrants to Nigeria comes from Ghana and vice versa [27].

ECOWAS is the African region with the highest implementation rate of migration diplomacy
and West Africa holds a record of harbouring the most mobile Africans. Its migration
diplomacy hangs on the integration theory that comprises the compromise of the member
regions in a union in terms of loyalties and policies to favour all parties involved and
thereby achieve harmony. This compromise is made due to the perception of a high benefit-
to-risk ratio. Again, the relationship among the member states was described by Kramo
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(2022) as a benefit/hero narrative, indicative of a mutual benefit in the receiving and

sending states [28]. Hence, it is desired by the member states that progress be made
regarding the ECOWAS migration diplomacy. In view of the said progress, aside from the
economic relations fostered by the committee, a monitoring group was also formed after the
Liberian civil war and this was targeted at maintaining military stability in member states to

prevent such incidents as anarchy and terrorism [29]. There are also other forms of united
engagements such as the West African Football Union (WAFU) and the West African
Festival of Arts and Culture established in Lagos, Nigeria, in the 1970s. A part of the
provisions of the ECOWAS treaty is industrial advancement, therefore providing trade
policies to enhance economic activities such as informal cross-border trade facilitated by
organisations such as the West Africa Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA) in

collaboration with the community [30]. These are exemplary cases of the means through
which intra-regional integration is pursued by the community.

The above chart was given by Kramo (2022) to illustrate the migration statistics in West
Africa, which is further illustrated in Table 1 as an extract from the pie chart.

Table 1: Migration Data in Western Africa.

Percentage Of Migrants By Origin
Migrants From Western Africa 90%
Migrants From Other Regions 10%

Table 2:Ranking of the migrant population in West Africa

Country Migrant population
CoteD’Ivoire 2,564,857
Nigeria 1,308,568
Burkina Faso 723,989
Mali 485,829
Ghana 476,412
Benin 394,276
Niger 348,056
Togo 279,936
Senegal 279,929
The Gambia 215,659

Benefits
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During cross-migration, there is a mix of cultural values and wider exposure that increases
familiarity between both receiving and sending countries as relevant pieces of information

are exchanged between both regions [31]. As a result, economic transactions can be carried
out, such as trade exhibitions, and partnerships are formed, increasing investments and

exchange of talents [32]. In such cases, there is room for the diversification of resources via

foreign investment, thereby reducing business risks and improving regional economies [33].
The trade benefits have however been sparsely maximised as it is reported that the intra-
regional trade interactions within the African region are the least among others in other
world regions, standing at 17% between 2015 and 2022. The statistical analysis by O lubiyi
et al. (2023) proved that an increase in intra-African migration would boost exports and

recommendations were made in that regard [34]. This economic strength further boosts
political strength and soft power. Urbanisation is also further boosted indirectly as a result
of the economic and cultural upgrade due to consistent interactions. There is mutual
fulfillment as the immigrant's standard of living is improved and the demand for manpower

is met by the receiving country [35]. Hence, progress in the migration diplomacy of the
ECOWAS regions would lead to higher economic growth and development of each state
involved.

Furthermore, in terms of education, the exposure and collaboration available through cross-
migration could open the door to more research opportunities and experiences. W hile
receiving countries may use this opportunity to increase their talent pool, sending states to
utilise the opportunity to improve their indigenous skills, thereby reducing unemployment

via higher qualifications [36]. The Council for the Development of Social Science Research in
A f ri ca (CODESRIA) is an example of an initiative for driving research via grants and

conferences, furnished by mainly diasporas [37]. Through such remittances, the diasporas
enrich their countries of origin via knowledge and even in other aspects such as the
economy.

Finally, communication barriers are reduced via frequent interactions between member
states but the members of ECOWAS however recognise English as an official language and

this may not be a major concern [38]. More specifically, the countries with English as their
main language of communication often have high migration among themselves and vice

versa for French-speaking countries [39]. The barriers are also further reduced as the
countries possess close cultural values.

Challenges

Despite the recognised importance of migration diplomacy, it faces strong challenges that
impede its potential. The ECOWAS free-movement policy has been reported as being poorly

implemented [40]. Although the first and second phases of the policy have been
materialised, highlighted as the visa-free 90-day visit and the right to stay in any member
state, the third phase of full settlement is still faced with challenges This has been
attributed to the cases of internal disunity in member states, thereby causing a distraction
to the focus on enriching international interactions. Also, dual citizenship is a restraining
factor in the appointment of diasporas in key government positions due to perceived conflict

of interest as a result of shared loyalty [41].

In relation to environmental factors, the recent coronavirus pandemic in 2020 was one of
the challenges faced by the member states of the ECOWAS as borders were shut and travel

restrictions were implemented throughout the years [42]. This caused a major setback in
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intra-regional trade and the exchange of resources, leading to increased levels of poverty

and economic instability [43]. The relaxation of migration policies has however been set in
motion in recent times.

Economic and political instability in member states [44]. Political instability in countries like
Nigeria, Mali, and Côte d’Ivoire led to forced displacement of its residents recorded to seek
asylum in neighbouring countries such as Benin Republic, Burkina Faso, and Ghana. For
example, the rising and increasing popularity of insurgent groups such as the Indigenous
People of Biafra (IPOB) and terrorist groups such as the Fulani herdsman and Boko haram

confers instability and discourages partnerships with other countries [45].

Furthermore, the community is made up of developing low- and middle-income countries
with high foreign debts, which could account for the low regional trade benefit and has in
fact been labelled the poorest in the world. According to Obikaeze, there are fewer available

opportunities to grow as a result [46]. For example, Niger has a very poor economic worth
and has been mostly explored as a transit country rather than a destination for immigrants
[47]. In addition to this, some scholars opine that true economic integration is far-fetched
for the member states except a significant level of economic breakthrough is achieved. To
further complicate this situation, records of trade dishonesty exist in the form of counterfeit
and substandard products being merchandised, thereby influencing the preferences of

partner states and adversely affecting further transactions [48].

Also, the interaction of foreign countries such as that which exists between Europe and
West Africa may be challenging to the intra-regional interactions. Neocolonialism breeds
conflict of interest as the intercontinental interests may differ from those of the
interregional. A typical example is given as the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA)
between the European Union (EU) and ECOWAS where Nigeria and some other member
states foresaw a bias and refrained from signing, thereby leading to the prevention of the
economic oppression faced by Ghana in their poultry industry as a result of signing the

agreement [49].

Again, the issue of irregular migration is a popular one despite the low requirements for
migration. There are high reports of trafficking of women and children who migrate to
engage in sex work and hard labour with informal wages. These individuals are said to have
no passports and are either transported via bush paths and other alternative routes or

allowed to move across the borders via bribery [50]. This further contributes to the countries'
lack of migration data in the regions.

Finally, bias also exists as some would rather not be associated with others due to
perceived dominance and intimidation. This is illustrated in the repulsion of Nigeria from
other West African countries as a result of its relatively high popularity, numbers, and

influence [51].

Migration diplomacy will hence be explored as it applies to two out of the 5 ECOWAS

destination countries harbouring foreigners [52].

Case Study 1 - Nigeria

People in Nigeria migrate mostly for employment opportunities and because of instability
much more than for educational purposes. However, several cases have arisen to emphasise
the security issues in Nigeria which have made it less desirable as a sending and receiving
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member state. There is a cross effect of this situation as the insecurity encourages the
mass emigration of the citizens which is in turn greeted with a hesitant reception in the
destinations. In like manner, there is a discouragement of immigration of citizens of other
member states. The ECOWAS migration diplomacy on the one hand seeks to reduce human
trafficking and migration risks. On the other hand, one of the factors fuelling these
occurrences is the porosity of the country’s borders which pave the way to the easy entry
and escape of terrorist groups and bandits, as well as also allowing the smuggling of arms

and drugs [53]. This porosity is further facilitated by the corruption associated with access

such as receiving bribes to allow illegitimate entry into the country [54]. For groups arising
within the country, religious and ethical discrepancies also fuel certain incidents such as the
Fulani herdsmen attacks. The majority of terrorist groups are suspected to not be indigenes

but must have migrated during the civil war such as Boko haram [55]. These operations are
mostly recorded within the borders shared with the Republic of Benin and further neglected
by the weak law enforcement in Nigeria. A high rate of human trafficking to other countries,
involving the other ECOWAS member states as transit and destination countries has been
reported with tales of deceit, labour and sexual abuse, reaching almost 800 cases in 2013
and, according to the National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP),
recording at least 100,000 annual trafficking cases. Bribe. The border between Nigeria and

Benin only affects moving vehicles and not humans [56]. As a result, firearms and drug
smuggling are easily achieved via the free passage given to individuals.

Nigeria was attractive due to its oil reserves but the economic instability has been
detrimental to this alluring feature. Currency devaluation represents a decline in the
equivalent of a country's currency value during an exchange with a foreign currency and the
history of the increment of naira devaluation to other currencies such as the United States

dollar has been outlined as a critical issue [57]. The country has long faced progressive
economic crises such as oil spillage in Niger Delta as well as progressive currency

devaluation [58]. According to Anagun, one of the effects of such a crisis is the decline in
immigration. In an attempt to tackle this trend by boosting the economy, the border was

closed between August 2019 and Dec 2020 to drive local production, especially rice [59].

The impact of Boko Haram on migration diplomacy in Nigeria

Conflicts are seen as an inevitable aspect of society and human relations. However, when
extreme and without control, they become a source of loss to individuals, societies, and

systems, thereby underscoring the importance of their resolution [60]. In 2021, Nigeria was
recognised as the country with the fifth-highest number of deaths in the world due to

terrorism and in 2022, the sixth most terror-impacted country [61]. This record has
significantly been linked to the group known as Boko Haram. Introduced in 2002, Boko
Haram has become one of the major terrorist groups in Nigeria, having also obtained
international recognition. In 2009, the group switched from its previous mandate against

Western education to waging a national war in response to the execution of its leader [62].
This group holds the highest contribution to the social and political instability of the country
as there is a shift from boosting the economy to providing survival support to victims. High
levels of insurgency have ravaged the northern region of Nigeria, particularly in States
identified as Borno, Adamawa, and Yobe (BAY  states) leading to the existence of Internally
Displaced Persons (IDP) camps as houses, farms, and properties were damaged during the

recurring attacks [63]. Subsequently, there were attacks in other national regions such as
the attack on the federal capital territory, specifically at the headquarters of the United
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Nations (UN) in 2011 and other attacks in states like Kaduna, Kogi, Yobe, Bauchi, Taraba,
and P lateau, calling for an urgency in mitigating the persisting threats of the terrorist group
[64]. Despite the country’s military efforts to curb this group, the attacks heightened
vulnerability and instability and in 2020, an estimated 38,683 people had lost their lives
and 2.5 million others displaced with 244,000 becoming refugees and 952,059 children
having to drop out of school. National security is one of the top priorities of any country and

this means that all forms of security threats must be addressed without compromise [65].
This attempt to protect the country thus serves as a medium to suspend migration
diplomacy because of the suspicion of immigrants. As a result of the perceived contribution
of foreigners to this unrest, Nigeria expelled immigrants from Chad, thereby reversing the

existing diplomacy and introducing tension between the countries [66]. This further extended
to Cameroun as economic activities faced a decline from the time when the bridge between
both countries was bombed. Nigerian refugees in Cameroun were in turn forced to return
[67]. This is due to the encroachment of the regional insecurity via attacks from the terrorist
group.

In addition to the compromise of migration diplomacy, internal economic activities were

adversely affected and this diminished the ability to engage in intra-regional trade [68].
Reports show however that the closure of the national borders between August 2019 and
December 2020 was followed by even higher records of insurgency. Again, the closure did
not stop importation as the value of imported goods recorded during the said time of border
closure was up to 1.85 trillion naira, suggesting ongoing illegal and corrupt activities. On
top of that, reports of arms importation also existed, thereby suggesting an insidious origin

and nature of the Boko Haram insurgency [69]. it is important to specify that terrorist
organisations are banned in the ECOWAS region and other countries like Russia and China.

Case Study 2 - Ghana

Ghana holds a commendable record for the level of migration diplomacy implemented by the
country as it has registered over 300,000 individuals from other member states as being

eligible to work [70]. Kayayoo migration is also recorded as an intra-national migration from

areas of less economic and social potential to the urban areas of the country [71]. Conflicts
of interest led to the preference of their citizens during employment. Low job opportunities

however still exist due to the national economic status [72].

Recommendations

W ith respect to the problems of bias and conflicts of interest, it was recommended that an

advisory board for conflict of interest, and advocacy for refugees and migrant rights [73]. The
Migration Dialogue in West Africa (MIDWA) is such a group and can be saddled with the

responsibility of resolutions in that light [74]. More focus should thus be placed on achieving
integration via interactions and compromise to achieve the shared goal. Also, the removal
of barriers at the regional borders would reduce the need to engage in bribery and illegal
means of migration. Ghana has been committed to improving the convenience associated
with being visited by the indigenes of other member states of the ECOWAS and this has

received its commendations [75]. U ltimately, political integrity should be a common goal in
individual states as better governance promotes political stability which in turn leads to

higher economic growth and attraction to other states [76].

Anonymous improvement opportunities would be to set up establishments jointly owned by
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countries that share a border such as schools, markets, and travel terminals [77].

In conclusion, the concept of migration diplomacy in the ECOWAS regions has been a noble
cause. Formed from the quest to improve intra-regional integration via more accommodating
migration policies and provisions, there have been records of positive impacts in terms of
individual and regional growth. However, constraints to the full implementation and
achievement of the potential of this diplomacy arise which must be tackled for more
significant progress to be made. It has thus been identified that the individual member
states must improve their internal political and economic stability in order to be fit for
further value creation and acquisition, thereby encouraging future interactions. W ith this
adjustment, the West African region is bound to experience higher levels of development in
terms of cultural, industrial, economic, and other pertinent aspects.

Библиография

1. Odhiambo, P. Interregional mechanisms for protection of african migrants in the Gulf
Region: What prospects for Africa?. OASIS: Observatorio de Análisis de los Sistemas
Internacionales. 2022. P. 181-202. 
2. Flahaux, M., De Haas H. African migration: trends, patterns, drivers. Comparative
migration studies. 2016. P. 1-25. 
3. W ihtol de Wenden, C. Migration Diplomacy and Multi-actor Governance. Migration and
International Relations: Cham: Springer International Publishing. 2023. p. 59-73. 
4. Tolay, J. Interrogating and Broadening the Emerging Narrative on Migration Diplomacy: A
Critical Assessment. 2022. 
5. Adamson, F.B., Tsourapas G. Migration diplomacy in world politics. International Studies
Perspectives. 2019. P. 113-28. 
6. Maru, M.T. The future of African migration and mobility. European Union Institute for
Security Studies, 2022. URL:
https://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/75427/Brief_8_Imagine%20Africa%204.pdf?
sequence=1 
7. Adepoju, A. . Migration management in West Africa within the context of ECOWAS
Protocol on Free Movement of Persons and the Common Approach on Migration: Challenges
and Prospects, 2009. 
8. Olubiyi, E, Sunday, P.O., Ogunnusi, T. Does Intra-African Migration Matter For Intra-
African Trade?. EuroEconomica. 2023. P.164-82. 
9. Adaawen, S. Challenges to intra-regional migration and economic integration in West
Africa: A focus on Ghana and Nigeria. InUNU-WIDER Development Conference:“Migration
and Mobility”, 2017. 
10. Kerubo, J. . Diaspora diplomacy: opportunities and challenges for African countries.
Nokoko. 2021. P. 36-52. 
11. Kramo, N. Toward an Afrocentric perspective on migration: An analysis of scholarly
works on intra-African migration narratives (from 2015 to 2022). URL:
https://ruor.uottawa.ca/bitstream/10393/44829/1/Naomi%20Kramo%20FINAL%20MRP.pdf 
12. Arinze, A.I, Eke, R.E., Temitope, B.S., Moses I.K. Nigeria And Ecowas: The Challenges
Of Internal Unity And External Conspiracy. African Journal of Politics and Administrative
Studies (AJPAS).2021. P.14(1). 
13. Zanker. F., Arhin-Sam K., Jegen L., Bisong A. Free movement in West Africa:
Juxtapositions and divergent interests. Policy Brief MEDAM. 2020. 
14. Aniche, E.T., Iwuoha, V.C., Isike, C. Whither the ECOWAS free movement protocols?
Pandemic nationalism, borders, and migration in West Africa. Political Geography.2022.
P.102-109. 

10.7256/2454-0641.2024.3.70777 Международные отношения, 2024 - 3

10



15. Ogbonna, C., Aluko, B., Awuah, K. The ECOWAS platform and the persisting challenges
of integrating the West African region: A discourse. Journal of Economics and Sustainable
Development. 2013. P. 4(1). 
16. Adejumo, T.O., Terhile, A., Dede C.H., Abunimye, S.B., Odey, S.O., Chiwar, G.Y.
Systematic Analysis Of The Security And Economic Implications Of Migration And Regional
Conflict In West Africa. Global Journal of Social Sciences. 2023. P. 149-65. 
17. Tafida, A.A., Tukur, A.L., Adebayo, E.F., Ndaghu, A.A., Onu, J.I., Momodu, J.A. Boko
Haram insurgency and livelihood vulnerability of rural households in Northern Adamawa
State, Nigeria. Research in Globalization. 2023. P. 100-116. 
18. O’Connor, R, Betancourt, T.S., Enelamah, N.V. Safeguarding the lives of children
affected by Boko Haram: application of the SAFE model of child protection to a rights-based
situation analysis. Health and human rights. 2021 Jun;23(1):27. 
19. Akerele, E.W ., Obiefule, O.T. Boko Haram Insurgency and the Paradox of
‘Afrocentricity’of Nigerian Foreign Policy. HUMANUS DISCOURSE. 2021 Dec 17;2(1.2022). 
20. Eyeh, E.T., Ikem, O.A., Molokwu, U.C., Eze, J.O., Egbe, A., Ebu, S.O., Uchime, O.V.,
Nwose, C.E. The roles and consequences of foreign involvement in Nigeria’s internal violent
conflicts. Cogent Arts & Humanities. 2023 Dec 19;10(2):2264020. 
21. Ogbonna, C.N., Lenshie, N.E., Nwangwu, C. Border governance, migration securitisation,
and security challenges in Nigeria. Society. 2023 Jun;60(3):297-309. 
22. Mukhtar, S., Rose, R.A., Choy, L.K., Bibi-Farouk. A.U. Boko haram and the geopolitics of
forced migration in Nigeria. Journal of International Studies. 2018 Dec 31;14:51-63. 
23. Brechenmacher, S. Stabilizing northeast Nigeria after Boko haram. Washington, DC:
Carnegie endowment for international peace; 2019 May 3. 
24. Chinedu, A.C. Migration and national security: A study of Nigeria’s porous borders.
African Journal of Politics and Administrative Studies. 2019 Jun;12(1). 
25. Foyou, V.E., Ngwafu, P., Santoyo, M., Ortiz, A. The Boko Haram insurgency and its
impact on border security, trade and economic collaboration between Nigeria and Cameroon:
An exploratory study. African Social Science Review. 2018;9(1):7. 
26. Gabuev, A. A ” Soft Alliance”?: Russia-China relations after the Ukraine Crisis. 2015. 
27. Abb, P., Polianskii, M. (2022). W ith friends like these: the Sino-Russian partnership is
based on interests, not ideology. Zeitschrift für Friedens-und Konfliktforschung. 2022
Oct;11(2):243-54. 
28. Amaro, S. European Union is considering sanctions on Chinese firms for aiding Russia’s
war machine. CNBC. 2024 Feb 13. 
29. Kluge, J. How Western Sanctions are Transforming Sino-Russian Economic Cooperation.
ISPI. 2023. 
30. Castillejo, C. The influence of EU migration policy on regional free movement in the
IGAD and ECOWAS regions. Discussion paper. 2019. 
31. Mouthaan, M. Regional Integration Alongside Securitisation? The Statebuilding
Ambitions of ECOWAS States in Migration Cooperation. Journal of Intervention and
Statebuilding. 2022 May 27;16(3):328-48. 
32. Arhin-Sam, K. The political economy of migration governance in Nigeria. Arnold
Bergstraesser Institute, Freiburg, 2019. 
33. Bisong, A. . Assessing gender inclusion in the migration policies of ECOWAS. 2019.
URL: https://africaportal.org/publication/assessing-gender-inclusion-migration-policies-
ecowas/ 
34. Karkare, P., Byiers, B., Apiko, P., Kane, M. A system, not an error: Informal cross-border
trade in West Africa. Discussion paper, 2021. 
35. Urso, G., Hakami, A. Regional Migration Governance in Africa: AU and RECs, EUR 29325
EN, Publications Office of the European Union, Luxembourg, 2018, ISBN 978-92-79-92884-0,

10.7256/2454-0641.2024.3.70777 Международные отношения, 2024 - 3

11



doi:10.2760/338319, JRC112055 
36. Obikaeze, V.C., Inah, E.M., Efanodor-Obeten, O.H. Border Security and Challenges of
Human Trafficking in Nigeria in the 21st Century. University of Nigeria Journal of Political
Economy. 2021 Dec 27;11(2). 
37. Setrana, M.B., Kleis, N. Gendered dynamics in west African migration. InMigration in
West Africa: IMISCOE Regional Reader 2022 Jul 5 (pp. 57-76). Cham: Springer International
Publishing. 
38. Teye, J.K. Migration in West Africa: An Introduction. InMigration in West Africa:
IMISCOE Regional Reader 2022 Jul 5 (pp. 3-17). Cham: Springer International Publishing. 
39. Onah, V.C., Asuquo, M., Ugwueze, M. Transborder Migration of Foreign Terrorist Fighters
and Security in Nigeria, 2015-2020. University of Nigeria Journal of Political Economy. 2021
Dec 27;11(2). 
40. Azeez, G. Niger as a transit country for Nigerian and other West African migrants. 2020.
41. Anagun, A. Naira Devaluation: Its Effects and Possible Solutions. Advance. February 11,
2022. DOI: 10.31124/advance.16663477.v2 
42. Xinhua News Agency. Political solution to Ukraine crisis: China's fair and constructive
plan widely recognized. URL: http://www.news.cn/world/2023-02/26/c_1129398872.htm. 
43. Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China. Relations between China
and Russia. URL:
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/oz_678770/1206_679110/sbgx_67
911 

Результаты процедуры рецензирования статьи

В связи с политикой двойного слепого рецензирования личность рецензента не
раскрывается. 
Со списком рецензентов издательства можно ознакомиться здесь.

Современный миропорядок, как отмечают различные специалисты и наблюдатели –
философы, социологи, политологи, экономисты – прочно вошел в зону турбулентности,
что связано с происходящей на наших глазах трансформацией монополярного мира во
главе с США в мир многополярный, в котором наряду с Вашингтоном ведущие позиции
будут занимать КНР, Россия, Индия, Бразилия и другие акторы. Несомненно, что только
многополярный мир обеспечит подлинное равенство различных государств, однако
временно фаза трансформации отличается ростом международной напряженности,
разрастанием зон локальных конфликтов, усилением деятельности радикальных и
экстремистских групп, увеличением вынужденной миграции. Эти проблемы решаются с
использованием регионального опыта, в связи с чем вызывает интерес изучение
местных аспектов.
У казанные обстоятельства определяют актуальность представленной на рецензирование
статьи, предметом которой является миграционная дипломатия ЭКОВАС. Автор ставит
своими задачами показать миграционные процессы на Африканском континенте,
проанализировать миграционную политику ЭКОВАС, рассмотреть примеры Нигерии и
Ганы, а также определить перспективы миграционного диалога в Западной Африке.
Работа основана на принципах анализа и синтеза, достоверности, объективности,
методологической базой исследования выступает системный подход, в основе которого
находится рассмотрение объекта как целостного комплекса взаимосвязанных элементов.
Автор использует также сравнительный метод.
Научная новизна статьи заключается в самой постановке темы: автор стремится
охарактеризовать на различных источниках миграционную дипломатию и ее роль в
странах ЭКОВАС.

10.7256/2454-0641.2024.3.70777 Международные отношения, 2024 - 3

12

https://e-notabene.ru/reviewer_list.php


Рассматривая библиографический список статьи, как позитивный момент следует
отметить его масштабность и разносторонность: всего список литературы включает в
себя свыше 40 различных источников и исследований. Несомненным достоинством
рецензируемой статьи является привлечение зарубежной англоязычной литературы, что
определяется самой постановкой темы. Из привлекаемых автором исследований отметим
труды С. Адаавена, А. Бисонга, Г. Азиза, Дж.К. Тейе, в центре внимания которых
находятся различные аспекты миграционной политики в Западной Африке. Заметим, что
библиография обладает важностью как с научной, так и с просветительской точки
зрения: после прочтения текста читатели могут обратиться к другим материалам по ее
теме. В целом, на наш взгляд, комплексное использование различных источников и
исследований способствовало решению стоящих перед автором задач.
Стиль написания статьи можно отнести к научному, вместе с тем доступному для
понимания не только специалистам, но и широкой читательской аудитории, всем, кто
интересуется как миграционными политикой, в целом, так и миграционной политикой в
Западной Африке, в частности. Аппеляция к оппонентам представлена на уровне
собранной информации, полученной автором в ходе работы над темой статьи.
Структура работы отличается определенной логичностью и последовательностью, в ней
можно выделить введение, основную часть, заключение. В начале автор определяет
актуальность темы, показывает, что «данное исследование направлено на раскрытие
концепции миграционной дипломатии в отношении миграции африканцев в и из других
африканских стран региона ЭКОВАС, выявления проблем и внесения предложений
относительно того, как эту дипломатию можно оптимизировать». Автор обращает
внимание на то, что «ЭКОВАС является африканским регионом с самым высоким
уровнем реализации миграционной дипломатии, а Западная Африка является
рекордсменом по количеству мобильных африканцев». В работе показаны те проблемы,
с которыми сталкивается миграционная дипломатия региона: пандемия коронавируса,
экономическая и политическая нестабильность, в том числе деятельность
террористических групп, а также попытки дистанцирования Нигерии.
Главным выводом статьи является то, что концепция миграционной дипломатии в
ЭКОВАС позволит достигнуть «более высокого уровня развития с точки зрения
культурного, промышленного, экономического и других соответствующих аспектов».
Представленная на рецензирование статья посвящена актуальной теме, написана на
английском языке, вызовет читательский интерес, а ее материалы могут быть
использованы как в учебных курсах, так и в рамках стратегий миграционной
дипломатии.
В то же время к статье есть замечания:
1) Размещенный автором в конце статьи раздел «Межконтинентальные отношения -
Китайско-российское сотрудничество в условиях санкций США и Европы» выходит за
рамки статьи.
2) Приводимые автором статистические данные желательно свести в таблицы.
3) Применимо к названиям террористических организаций следует указывать, что они
запрещены в России.
После исправления указанных замечаний статья может быть рекомендована для
публикации в журнале «Международные отношения».

Результаты процедуры повторного рецензирования статьи

В связи с политикой двойного слепого рецензирования личность рецензента не
раскрывается. 
Со списком рецензентов издательства можно ознакомиться здесь.
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Миграционные процессы в XXI веке становятся одним из главнейших вызовов для
современной международной системы. Проблема миграции обуславливает
необходимость усиления как национальных систем безопасности, так и модификации
различных типов и видов законодательства в сфере экономики, регулирования рынка
труда, социальной сфере и т.д. Данная статья посвящена миграционной дипломатии
экономического сообщества западноафриканских государств как один из видов
международного регулирования проблемы миграции.
Во введении достаточно обстоятельно обосновывается актуальность представленной
проблематики, дается определение концепта "миграционная дипломатия" как
совокупность усилий и переговоров, направленных на регулирование миграционной
политики и процессов миграции. Более того, рассматриваются особенности
"миграционных хабов", действующих в Западной Африке и прилегающих странах: статус
Нигера, Сенегала и др. Внутриконтинентальные миграционные процессы привлекают
меньшее внимание современных исследователей, которые сосредоточены в основном на
изучении миграции из Африки в страны других континентов, в этом смысле актуальность
статьи сомнений не вызывает. В структурном отношении статья достаточно хорошо
проработана - имеется обстоятельное описание методологии и источников, с которыми
работает автор: критическая переработка материалов исследований и публикаций в
международных изданиях. Вместе с тем, хочется подчеркнуть, что автору следовало бы
в большей степени артикулировать целевую исследовательскую установку и задачи
исследования, описать конкретные методы анализа, использованные в статье. Несмотря
на данные недостатки технического плана, статья изобилует фактическим материалом,
который проливает свет на внутренние отношения стан внутри ЭКОВАС. В этом плане
статья вызовет неподдельный интерес у читателей журнала "Международные отношения"
во многом потому что, она вводит в современный исследовательский дискурс ряд
значимых научных источников и сведений по данной проблематике. Имеется также
визуализация эмпирического материала, что делает статью удобной для восприятия.
Статья выполнена по всем требования, предъявляемым к публикациям в изданиях Nota
Bene и может быть допущена к публикации.
Migration processes in the 21st century are becoming one of the main challenges for the
modern international system. The problem of migration necessitates the strengthening of
both national security systems and the modification of various types and types of
legislation in the economic sphere, regulation of the labor market, social sphere, etc. This
article is devoted to migration diplomacy of the economic community of West African states
as one of the types of international regulation of the problem of migration.
The introduction quite thoroughly substantiates the relevance of the presented issues and
defines the concept of “migration diplomacy” as a set of efforts and negotiations aimed at
regulating migration policy and migration processes. Moreover, the features of “migration
hubs” operating in West Africa and adjacent countries are considered: the status of Niger,
Senegal, etc. Intracontinental migration processes attract less attention from modern
researchers, who focus mainly on studying migration from Africa to countries of other
continents, in this In a sense, the relevance of the article is beyond doubt. Structurally, the
article is quite well developed - there is a detailed description of the methodology and
sources with which the author works: critical processing of research materials and
publications in international publications. At the same time, I would like to emphasize that
the author should have more clearly articulated the target research setting and objectives
of the study, and described the specific methods of analysis used in the article. Despite
these technical shortcomings, the article is replete with factual material that sheds light on
the internal relations of the country within ECOWAS. In this regard, the article will arouse
genuine interest among readers of the journal "International Relations" largely because it
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introduces a number of significant scientific sources and information on this issue into
modern research discourse. There is also a visualization of empirical material, which makes
the article easy to read. The article has met all the requirements for publications in Nota
Bene publications and can be accepted for publication.
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