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AHHOTauumna: AdpukaHckasa Apunacrnopa B Poccum uMeeT [OATYyH0O M CAOXHYKO MCTOpUIO,
Bocxoaswyt K 23noxe Cosetckoro Cot3a. HecMoTps Ha 3HauuTeNbHble TPYAHOCTH,
adpukaHckasa gmacnopa B Poccuu BHecna BaxHbI BkNaj B pa3Butme poccuinckoro obuwectsa
M cnocobHa cbirpaTb K/KOYEBYI pOJib B YKPENnJeHUN OoTHOWEHUN Mexay Adpukoin nu Poccueit.
B paHHOW cTaTbe npeacTtaBfieH 0630p nctopun adpukaHckon gnacnopbl B Poccun, ee Bknaga
B poccuiickoe o6wectBo M nyTel, KOTOPbIMM OHa MOXeT cnocobcTBoBaTb pa3BUTUIO
oTHoweHun mexay Adpukoih un Poccmen. Onupascb Ha CywecTBYWOLWY uTepaTtypy W
TeMaTM4yeCcKMe uccnefoBaHMsa, B CTaTbe aHanusupylTca npobnemMbl M BO3MOXHOCTU, C
KOTOPbIMW CTankumeaeTcs adpuKaHckas guacrnopa B Poccun, M paroTca pekoMeHaauuu Ans
NOSINTUKOB, CTPEMALNXCHA YKPEnUTb OTHOWweHus Mexay Adpukonn m Poccuein. OCHOBHbIMMK
BbIBOAAMW M3 3TOW CTaTbW ABASAKTCA pekoMeHAauunm Ans  noantukos. PacTywme
3KOHOMMYeckne cBa3un Mexay Adpukon n Poccuen oTKpbiBalOT BO3MOXHOCTM Ansa 6yayuwero
pa3BuTMSA, HO AN NONHOMW peanus3aunmum >3TOro noTeHumana MnoAUTUKM [OJSXHbI pelwnTb
npob6nembl, ¢ KOTOpbIMW CTankuBaeTcsa adpukaHckas guacnopa B Poccun. MOAUTUKM MOTyT
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yKpenuTb OTHOoweHuna wmexay Adpukon wn Poccuen u cosgaTte 60nee MHKAKO3UBHOE U
cnpaBeanneoe obWecTBo ANA BCEX NYTEM NPOABUMXEHUSA aHTUAUCKPUMUHALUMOHHOW MONUTUKH,
noAAEepPXKN aPpUKAHCKMX CTYAEHTOB U NpeanpuHUMaTenei, paclMpeHns KynbTypHOro obmeHa
W Ananora, v BOCNpuUATUS adpUKAHCKOM AMacnopbl Kak NMapTHEpPOB, a He MHCTPyYMeHTa Ans
NpoABMXeHUS COBCTBEHHbIX WHTEpeCcOB. DTO B 3HaUYUTENIbHOW CTEMEeHU YAyywuT WUMUAX
Poccunm 3a pybexoMm, MOCKONbKY AMacnopa BcCerga BbICTynaeT B KaydecTBe MOCTa K APYruMm

permoHam Mupa.

KnroueBble cnoBa:

AdpukaHckas puacnopa, pocCUiCcKo-adppuMKaHCKME OTHOLWEHMUS, BHELWHAS MNOAUTMKaA, MArkas
cuna, Bknag adpukaHckon pguacnopbl, Poccusa, MaHadpukaHusm, npobnemMbl agantauuu,

NMOCTCOBETCKad anoxa, NONUTUKN

Theoretical Framework.

The study of diaspora is a complex and multidisciplinary field that draws on a range of
theoretical frameworks. In this paper, we draw on the push-pull theory, transnationalism
theory, and hybridity theory to analyze the experiences of the African diaspora in Russia.

Introduction:

In today's globalized world, the diaspora has emerged as a powerful lobbying force,
influencing policies in both the home and host countries. To study the diaspora is to get out

of the "territorial trap"ll1 as denounced by John Agnew. The term “diaspora” (From the
Hebrew Bible in the Greek translation) literally means “dispersion”. The word was originally
used to refer to the dispersion of the Jewish people from ancient Israel to the lands outside

Palestine after the Babylonian captivityﬁl. Over time, the term has become more widely
used, particularly in situations that fit these criteria (e.g., the Armenian, Greek, and African

diaspora)Iil

Diaspora therefore is defined as a community of people who live outside their country of
origin or ancestry, but maintain strong cultural, social, and economic ties with it. Diaspora
community organizations and members have become an important topic of discussion in the
foreign policy of nation states, and it also contributes to strengthening bilateral relations
between nations. The power of diaspora to influence the foreign policy of both the home

and host countries is a valuable tool that strengthens their identity on a global platform[il.
Hence the diaspora is a soft power tool for the host and home country. Examples of
diaspora communities include the Chinese diaspora, which is spread across the world and

contributes significantly to China's economic growth through trade and investmentiﬂ; the

Indian diaspora, which constitute a huge economic statusl®l the Jewish diaspora, which has
maintained cultural and religious traditions for thousands of years despite living in different
parts of the world; and the African diaspora, which includes people of African descent living
in different parts of the world and has played a significant role in promoting African culture

and identityﬂl. The recent increased in number of people from Africa in Russia and the
creation of diasporic associations and organizations, are great potentials for Russian African
Relations.

Historical Overview of the African diaspora in Russia.
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The African diaspora in Russia is a diverse and dynamic community, with roots in many
different countries across the African continent. Despite facing significant challenges,
including discrimination and marginalization, the African diaspora in Russia has made
important contributions to Russian society and has the potential to play a key role in
strengthening Africa-Russia relations. The history of the African diaspora in Russia is
complex and multifaceted, shaped by various historical and geopolitical factors, including

the slave trade, colonization, Soviet-era policies, and contemporary migration patterns.I§1

The history of the African diaspora in Russia dates back to the 16th century when the first
Africans arrived in Moscow as part of diplomatic and trade missions from Ethiopia and the
Kingdom of Kongo. During the 17th and 18th centuries, African slaves were brought to
Russia by the Dutch and Portuguese merchants, who sold them to Russian aristocrats and
wealthy merchants. These slaves were mainly used as domestic servants and entertainers,

and their numbers were relatively small, estimated to be around 100-200 individuals.[9]

In the 19th century, Russia abolished slavery, and the number of Africans in Russia
dwindled. However, a small number of African students and political exiles began to arrive
in Russia in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, seeking education and political asylum.
Some of the most prominent African intellectuals of the time, such as W.E.B. Du Bois and
Marcus Garvey, visited Russia and established contacts with the Russian revolutionary

movement.ml

During the Soviet era, the African diaspora in Russia grew significantly, as the Soviet
government actively supported anti-colonial struggles in Africa and provided scholarships
and other forms of assistance to African students and political activists. Many Africans came
to study in Soviet universities, and some even became members of the Soviet Communist
Party. The Soviet Union also provided military and technical assistance to various African
countries, and thousands of Soviet military advisers and engineers worked in Africa in the

1960s and 1970s.[111

In the post-Soviet era, the African diaspora in Russia has become more diverse and
fragmented, reflecting the broader trends of globalization and migration. Today, the African
diaspora in Russia is estimated to be around 50,000 individuals, with the largest
communities coming from Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroon, and Angola. Many Africans live in

Moscow and St. Petersburg, but there are also significant communities in other Russian

cities, such as Kazan, Rostov-on-Don, and Novosibirsk.[121
The African diaspora community and associations in Russia.

has been growing steadily in recent years, with many Africans coming to Russia for
education, work, and other opportunities. As a result, there has been an increase in the
number of African diaspora associations and organizations in Russia, working to support and
empower African communities and individuals.

One such organization is the African Students Association in Russia (ASAR), which was
founded in 2011 to provide support and resources for African students studying in Russia.
ASAR organizes cultural events, provides mentorship and networking opportunities, and
advocates for the rights and interests of African students in Russia. According to ASAR's
website, the organization has over 3,000 members from over 50 African countries.

Another organization working to support the African diaspora in Russia is the African Council
in Russia (ACR), which was founded in 2015. ACR aims to promote economic, cultural, and
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social cooperation between African countries and Russia, as well as to support the
integration and empowerment of African communities in Russia. ACR organizes events such
as the African Cultural Festival and the African Business Forum, and provides information
and resources for African entrepreneurs and investors in Russia.

Other African diaspora associations in Russia include the Nigerian Community in Russia, the
Ghanaian Association in Russia, the Ethiopian Community in Russia, The Cameroonian
diaspora in Russia (DIASPOCAM). These organizations provide a range of services and
support for their members, including cultural events, language classes, and legal and
immigration assistance.

Considering the Cameroonian diaspora in Russia, the association was created in 2021 and
later registered officially at the Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation in Moscow. The
goals of this association are to:

Create a legal platform for meeting, helping each other, collaborating, and Create
networks and viable strategic partnerships;

- Present, share, and expand successful diaspora models;
- Accompany and assist businesses and investments in Cameroon and;

Showcase a good image of the Republic of Cameroon in the Russian Federation,
maintaining close ties with the governments of Cameroon and Russia and any other

representative bodies with objectives similar to those of our Association31

The author being an active member qualifies this Cameroonian diaspora association
(DIASPOCAM), as “A bridge to the Cameroonian-Russian relations”.

Contributions of the African Diaspora in Russia:

The African diaspora in Russia has made significant contributions to various fields, including
science, culture, sports, and politics. Some of the most notable African figures in Russian
history include:

- Abram Gannibal (1696-1781), an Ethiopian nobleman who was brought to Russia as a
slave and became a general in the Russian army and the great-grandfather of Alexander

Pushkin, Russia's most celebrated poet.ll—41

- Ahmed Sékou Touré (1922-1984), the first president of Guinea and a prominent anti-

colonial leader who studied in Moscow and maintained close ties with the Soviet Union.[13]

- Samuel Okwaraji (1964-1989), a Nigerian football player who played for Dinamo Zagreb
and VfB Stuttgart and died on the field during a match between Nigeria and Angolai&1

Today, the African diaspora in Russia has made important contributions to Russian society.
Many members of the African community in Russia have established successful businesses
and have become prominent members of Russian society. African students and
professionals have also made important contributions to Russian science, technology, and
culture. In addition, the African diaspora in Russia has helped to promote cultural exchange

and understanding between Russia and Africa.[171
Challenges:
Despite its contributions, the African diaspora in Russia faces various challenges, including,
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discrimination, social and economic marginalization, with limited access to employment
opportunities. Language barriers and cultural differences also pose significant challenges,

making it difficult for Africans to integrate into Russian society.Il—81
Conclusion and Recommendations:

The concept of diaspora has gained increasing attention due to the current processes of
globalization and the difficulties they present to the nation-state's institutions and
ideologies. Diasporic communities worldwide have become a form of soft power,
contributing to the development, influence, and reinforcement of the relationship between
their home and host countries. Foreign policy is no longer solely the responsibility of the
diplomatic corps; rather, diaspora organizations and members play a crucial role in fostering
more robust, meaningful, and productive collaborations with their countries of origin.

The African diaspora in Russia has a rich history, shaped by various historical and
geopolitical factors. While it has made significant contributions to Russian society, it also
faces various challenges that have been progressively addressed and tackled by the Russian
government. To strengthen Africa-Russia relations and improve the situation of the African
diaspora in Russia, policymakers should consider:

- Implementing anti-discrimination laws and policies that protect the rights of Africans and
other minorities in Russia.

- Providing support and resources for African students and entrepreneurs in Russia, including
language classes, mentorship programs, and business incubators.

- Collaborating with the African diaspora associations and organizations in Russia to obtain
constructive suggestions on various issues.

- Promoting cultural exchange and dialogue between Russian and African communities,
through festivals, exhibitions, and other cultural events.

- Encouraging research and scholarship on the history and contributions of the African
diaspora in Russia, to increase public awareness and understanding of this important
community.
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Pe3ynbTaTbl Npoueaypbl peLueH3UpoBaHUA CTaTbu

B cBS3M C MNOANTUKON [ABONHOrO C/IEMNOr0 pPELEH3NPOBAHUS JIMYHOCTb pPELEH3EHTa He
packpbiBaeTcs.
Co cnuckoMm peleH3eHTOB U34aTe/1bCTBa MOXHO O3HaKOMUTLCS 34ECh.

3a nocnepgHue HECKOJIbKO AecsaTuneTuii BCAeacTBue npouecca rnobanvsaumm BO MHOTMMX
CTpaHax Mmmpa chHoOpMMpPOBANNCL KPYMHbIE AMACNOPbl, OKa3blBakWMeE BAUAHNE Ha COUMANbHYIO
M NOINTUYECKYH XWU3Hb. Tak, 3TO MHAONaKMCTaHcKasa obwmrHa B BennkobputaHun, anxmpckas
M MapokkaHckas BO ®paHuuu, Typeukasa B [epMaHun. A Hanpumep, B HuagepnaHaax
CypuHamckas ob6lMHa npeBbiWwaeT N0 YUCNy XuUTesen HaceneHue cobctBeHHo CypuHama. B
Hawemn cTpaHe Haubonee 3ameTHbl auacrnopbl u3 ctpadH CHI, TeM wuHTepecHee u3ly4yeHwue
dopmMupyrowernca adpukaHckon aumacnopbl. K cnoBy, 3HaMeHuTbin npepaok A.C. [lywkuHa
FaHHnb6an 6bin npuese3éH B Poccuio B 3noxy [lMeTpa I, a B coBeTckne roAbl adpuKaHubl
npues’anm Kak Ha pasfiMdyHble pecTMBanun, Tak U ANS Noly4yeHusa Bbicwero obpasoBaHus.
YKa3zaHHble 06cToATEeNbCTBA ONpeAensaoT akTyaibHOCTb NpeACTaB/eHHOW Ha peueH3npoBaHue
CTaTbM, NpegMeToM KOTOpOW sBNseTcs adpukaHckasa puacnopa B Poccum. ABTOp CTaBuT
CBOMMW 3ajayaMu npocneaumTb WUCTOPUIO adpPUKaHCKOW Auacnopbl B HalWen CcTpaHe,
npoaHanusanpoBatTb paboTy COBPEMEHHbIX accounauuii adpuKaHCKOW AMacnopbl, a Takxe
BbISBUTb OCHOBHble Npob6aeMbl Anacnopbl.

PaboTta ocHoBaHa Ha nMpuMHUMNAX aHanuM3a W CUHTE3a, AOCTOBEPHOCTU, O6BEKTUBHOCTH,
MeTogonormyeckonm 6azon nccnepoBaHUsa BbICTynaeT CMCTEMHbIN NOAXOA4, B OCHOBE KOTOpPOro
HaXoAUTCA paccMOoTpeHne obbekTa Kak LEeNoCTHOro KoMniaekca B3aMMOCBSA3aHHbIX 3/1IEMEHTOB.
HayyHass HOBM3Ha CTaTbW 3akj4vaeTcs B CaMOW MOCTAaHOBKE TeMbl: aBTOP Ha OCHOBe
pa3/iIniyHbIX UCTOYHUKOB CTPEMUTCH OXapaKTepu3oBaTb UCTOPUYECKME KOPHU U COBPEMEHHOE
COCTOSAHMEe adpuKaHCKOW anacnopbl B Poccuum.
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PaccmaTpuBas 6ubnuorpadunyeckmini Cnucok cTaTbW, KakK MNO3UTUBHbLIA MOMEHT cneayeTt
OTMETUTb ero MacwTabHOCTb M Pa3HOCTOPOHHOCTb: BCEro CMAMCOK sMTepaTypbl BK/AKO4YaeT B
cebs po 18 pasnuMUHbIX WCTOYHMKOB W wUccnepoBaHWn. HeCOMHEHHbIM JAOCTOMHCTBOM
peueH3MpyeMoOl CcTaTbM sBNSETCS npuBrevyeHne 3apybexHon nutepaTypbl, B TOM 4YucCie Ha
aHrNMIACKOM a3blke. W3 npuBnekaemblx aBTOPOM WCTOYHWKOB OTMETM MaTepuanbl canTa
KaMepyHCKOW Aumacnopbl B Poccuu. N3 mcnonb3yeMbiXx UCCAeAOBaHUM yKaxem Ha Tpyabl A.
Nonybesa, E. Mnnnepa v Apyrmx aBToOpoB, B LEHTPE BHUMaHMUSA KOTOPbIX pa3/inyHble acnekTbl
AeaTenbHOCTN adpuKkaHCcKoW aguacnopbl B Poccumn. 3ametmm, uto 6mubnumorpadusa obnagaet
BA>XXHOCTbKD KaK C Hay4dHOW, TakK M C MNPOCBETUTE/IbCKON TOUYKM 3PEHUSA: NOCse MpPoYTEHUS
TEKCTa CTaTbW yuTaTenu MoOryt obpatmtbCs K ApyrMM Mmatepuanam no ee teMe. B uenom, Ha
Haw B3rns4, KOMM/EKCHOe WCMNONb30BaHME Ppas3/iM4yHbIX MWCTOYHWUKOB U UCCNEeAO0BaHWNI
crnocob6cTBOBAO peleHUto CToAWNX nepes asBTopoM 3ajau.

CTMnb HanucaHus CcTaTbM MOXHO OTHECTM K Hay4yHOMYy, BMecCcTe C TeM [AOCTYynHOMY Ans
NMOHWMaHMUSA He TONIbKO CcrneuuanucTaMm, HO M LIMPOKOW 4YMTaTeNbCKOW ayanTopuu, BCEM, KTO
WHTepecyeTCa KakK uctopuen adpukaHCKOW AMacnopbl B HalelW CcTpaHe B UeNoOM, Tak U
oTAeNbHble ee YyepTaMu, B 4acTHOCTM. ANnNensums K OMMNOHeHTaM npeacTaB/ieHa Ha ypOBHe
cobpaHHOM MHbOpMaLUMKM, NONyYeHHON aBTOPOM B xoae paboTbl Hag TEMOWN CTaTby.

CTpykTypa paboTbl oTan4yaeTcsa onpenenéHHoOM NOrMYHOCTbLIO M NOCNenoBaTe/IbHOCTbIO, B HEW
MOXHO BBeJeHMe, OCHOBHYI 4acTb, 3ak/yeHue. B Hauyane aBTop onpeaenseT akTyalbHOCTb
TeMbl, NMOKa3blBaeT, YTO «HECMOTPS Ha cepbe3Hble MpobaeMbl, BKAKYAs AUCKPUMUHALMUIO U
MapruHanusauuio, adpukaHckasa auacrnopa B Poccuum BHecna BaXHbl BKIah B pa3Butue
poccunckoro obwectsa M MOXET CbirpaTh KAOYEBYK POnb B yKpenaeHun adpo-poCCUNCKUX
OTHOWeHUN». PaccMaTpuBasa opraHmsaumm adpukKaHCKOW gmacnopbl, aBTop ocoboe BHMMaHue
yaenset Accoumaumn adpukaHCKUX CTyAeHTOB B Poccun, a Takxke Ha KaMepyHCKy avacnopy
B Poccun. ABTOp Takxe roBOpuUT O HeobX0AMMOCTU COAENCTBUSA <«KYyJbTYpHOMY o06MeHy u
Avanory Mexay PpOCCUMCKMM U adpukaHckum coobuwectsamMm nocpeactsom dectuBanen,
BbICTaBOK U APYIUX KYJIbTYPHbIX MEPOMNPUSATUN>».

FnaBHbIM BbIBOAOM CTaTbW SIBNSETCH TO, YTO MNOCTENeHHOe peweHue npobnem adpukaHcKom
Avacnopbl Nponcxoant 6narogapsa NO3MTUBHLIM MHMLMATUBAM POCCUINCKOro npaBuTenbCTBa.
MpeactaBneHHas Ha peueH3MpOBaHMe CTaTbsl MOCBSWEHa akKTyajlbHOMW TeMe, HamnuMcaHa Ha
AHIMIACKOM s3blke, BbI30OBET u4YMTaTesIbCKMW WHTepec, a ee MaTepuanbl MoOryt O6biTb
MCNONb30BaHbl Kak B y4ebHbIX Kypcax, Tak U B paMKax CTpaTerMm poCcCUUCKO-adpUKaAHCKUX
OTHOLUEHWNNA.

B TO Xe BpeMsa K cTaTbe eCTb 3aMeyvyaHus:

1) He nokasaHa KONM4YECTBEHHas XapakTepucTuka adpukaHCKOMW puacnopbl B Poccun, a
Takxe npeacTaBuTenen No OTAe /IbHbIM CTpaHaM.

2) bubnunorpadusa gomxkHa 6biTb NpuBefeHa B COOTBETCTBME C TpeboBaHUAMM XypHana.

Mocne wucnpaBneHUs yKa3aHHbIX 3aMeyaHWit cTaTba MoXxeT OblTb pekoMeHAOBaHa ANns
nyénukauum B xypHane «MexayHapoAHble OTHOLEHUS ».
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