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Abstract. Political violence in the Horn of Africa has significant implications that resonate
beyond local borders, impacting global security and international relations. This study aims
to investigate the historical and socioeconomic factors contributing to regional political
violence and to assess how these local conflicts cascade into global security dynamics.
A historical-analytical approach was applied, drawing on various data sources, including
conflict statistics and security analysis reports, to trace the pathways through which local
violence escalates into broader geopolitical concerns. The findings reveal that local conflicts
in the Horn of Africa contribute to transnational security threats such as terrorism, piracy,
and illegal arms trade, while also influencing migration patterns and humanitarian crises
that affect multiple regions worldwide. The analysis shows a strong linkage between
regional instability and shifts in international relations, with increased intervention efforts
by neighboring countries and international organizations. The study further identifies the
impact of these conflicts on economic stability and the strategic re-calibration of foreign
policies. In conclusion, understanding the ripple effects of political violence in the Horn
of Africa is essential for developing effective policy strategies aimed at conflict resolution
and global stability. Addressing these conflicts requires a comprehensive approach that
considers both the regional and global dimensions of security.
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OT nokanbHbIX KOHPNANKTOB K rMo6anbHbIM NOCNEeACTBUAM:
3¢ PeKT AOMMNHO NONANTNUYECKOro Hacunuma Ha AppukaHckom Pore

M.B. Jlanenko © P, Sliiexe Acmape Myue

Poccuiickuii yHuBepcuTeT apyk0bl HapoaoB, Mockea, Poccuiickaa @edepayus
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Annoranusa. [lonutnueckoe Hacuiaue Ha AQpuUKaHCKOM Pore MMeeT 3HAYUTENBHBIC MOCIEH-
CTBHSI, BBIXOISIIIIUE JAJICKO 3a MPe/Iesibl JIOKAJIbHBIX TPAHHUI] U OKA3bIBAIOIINE BIIHMSHHUE HA IIIO-
0anpHyI0 0C30MACHOCTh U MEXKIYHAPOJHbIC OTHOIICHH. [leh MTaHHOTO UCCIeIOBAHUS — U3Y-
YUTh HCTOPUYECKUE U COLUATBHO-IKOHOMHYECKHE (PAKTOPBI, CIIOCOOCTBYIOIIUE PErMOHATBHOMY
MOJUTHYCCKOMY HACHJIMIO, M OICHUTH, KAKUM 00pa3oM 3TH JOKAJbHBIC KOHQIMKTHI TpaHC-
(hopMHUPYIOTCS B TJIO0QIBHYIO JUHAMHUKY Oe30macHOCTH. B pabore mpuMeHSeTCs HCTOPHUKO-
AHAIMTUYCCKUI TIOIXOJI, OMMPAIOIIUICS HA PAa3IMYHbIC UCTOYHHKU TAHHBIX, BKJIIOYAs CTATH-
CTHKY KOH(DJIMKTOB M OTYETHI 110 COCTOSHHUIO PeXHMa 0e30MaCHOCTH, JIJIsl aHAJIN3a dCKaIAHH
JIOKaJIbHOTO HACHJIMS U €r0 TpaHCPOopManuu B 0oJee MHUPOKYIO0 TeOMOIIUTUYCCKYIO0 TPOOIeMy.
Pe3ynbrarhl MOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO JIOKAJIbHBIE KOHQIUKTH Ha Adprukanckom Pore crocoOCTByOT
BO3HMKHOBEHHUIO TPAHCHAIIMOHAIBHBIX YIP0O3 0€30MaCHOCTH, TAKUX KaK TEPPOPH3M, ITUPATCTBO
M HE3aKOHHAsl TOPTOBIIsS OPYXKHEM, a TaK)Ke BIHUSIOT HA MUTPAIMOHHBIC MPOLECCHl U T'yMaHH-
TapHbIe KPHU3HUCHI, 3aTPAarUBaIOIINE MHOTHUE PETHOHBI MUpPA. AHAIN3 AEMOHCTPUPYET TECHYIO
CBSI3b MEX/y PErHOHAIbHON HECTAOMIILHOCTBIO U M3MEHEHHUSIMH B IGUCTBUSX MEXKyHAPOIHBIX
AKTOPOB, BBIPAIKAIOIIUMUCS B YCHJICHUH WHTCPBCHIIMOHHBIX YCHIJIUN COCCIHHMX CTPAaH U MEX-
JyHapOJHbBIX OpraHu3aluii. B nccae0BaHUN TaKKe BBISIBISETCS BIHSHUE 3THX KOH(IUKTOB
Ha DKOHOMHYECKYIO CTaOUJIBHOCTh M CTPATETHYECCKYIO MEepPeKATHOPOBKY BHEIIHEH MOJUTH-
ku. B menom, nonuManue «3ddexTa JOMHUHO» B PacpOCTPAHEHUH MOJUTHYECKOIO HACHIIHS
Ha AdpukanckoM Pore umeet Ba)kHOE 3HAYCHUE IS pa3paboTKU dPPEKTHUBHBIX MOTUTHUCCKUX
CTpaTeruii, HalmpaBJCHHBIX HA yPEryJIHPOBAHUE PETHOHAIBHBIX KOH(IMKTOB H OOecrieyeHne
ro0anbHON CTaOMIBHOCTH. PaspemieHre 3TUX KOHGIMKTOB TpeOyeT KOMIUIEKCHOTO IMOIXO0/a,
YYUTHIBAIOIIETO KaK PErnOHAJIbHbBIC, TAK U [JI00aJIbHbIC aCHEKThI O€30MaCHOCTH.

KuaroueBsle caoBa: [lomutnaeckoe Hacuinue, Adpukanckuii Por, rmobanpHas 6€30macHOCTb, pe-
THOHAJIbHBIC KOH(DIUKTHI, MEXAYHAPOIHbIE OTHOIICHUS, YPEryIMpOBaHNE KOH(DINKTOB, TPaHC-
HallMOHAJIbHBIE YI'PO3bl, HECTAOUIBHOCTD, MUT'PALIUs, I'yMaHUTAPHbIN KPU3HUC

3asiBjieHHe 0 KOHGJIMKTE HHTEPecoB. ABTOPBI 3asIBIISIIOT 00 OTCYTCTBUU KOH(IIMKTA HHTEPECOB.

Jdasi uurupoBanms: Lapenko M.V, Muche Ya.A. (2025). From local conflicts to global
implications: The ripple effects of political violence in the Horn of Africa// BectHuk Poccuiickoro
yHuBepcuteTa JpyxkO0bl HaponoB. Cepus: Ilomutonorus. 2025. T. 27. Ne4. C. 805-815.
https://doi.org/10.22363/2313-1438-2025-27-4-805-815

Introduction

Political violence in the Horn of Africa is a significant issue that extends far
beyond regional conflicts, creating serious threats to global security and stability.
The region is characterized by multilayered factors, including historical, economic,
and social elements that contribute to persistent tensions and numerous local
conflicts. Understanding these factors and analyzing their global implications is key
to developing effective strategies for response and conflict resolution.
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This study aims to identify the historical and socio-economic causes of political
violence in the Horn of Africa, assess its impact on global processes, and develop
policy recommendations for addressing these conflicts. The research analyzes
the chain of interactions between local clashes and their global consequences,
providing both theoretical and empirical justifications. The importance of this
work lies in its ability to outline key principles for a long-term strategy that can not
only mitigate the consequences of regional conflicts but also reduce the likelihood
of their global influence.

Tracing the Pathways of Violence:
Local Struggles and Their Global Reverberations

Political violence in the Horn of Africa has deep historical roots tied to colonial
legacies, ethnic conflicts and internal political tensions [Matshanda 2022]. This
complex context contributes to the constant escalation of violence, which is sustained
by both local and international actors [Mengistu 2015]. Investigating historical
premises helps to uncover the primary causes of tension and conflict, which is crucial
for understanding the mechanisms of violence in the region.

Economic factors also play a significant role in the escalation of violence,
particularly in conditions of resource scarcity and poverty [Kerata 2004; Unfried
et al. 2022]. Limited access to water and land resources, along with competition for
control over them, intensifies conflict situations. A weak economic infrastructure
further exacerbates community vulnerability, making people easy targets for various
political and armed groups [Humphreys 2005].

Social factors, such as ethnic and religious differences, deepen conflicts
[Abbink 2020]. These differences are often exploited by political actors to mobilize
supporters and intensify confrontations. The use of ethnic identity as a basis for
political struggle adds further layers of violence and discrimination, complicating the
situation in the region even more [Mengistu 2015].

A cycle of violence emerges that affects not only local communities but also
spreads to neighboring countries and even attracts the attention of the international
community [Kerata 2024]. For example, intra-regional migration and forced
displacement become significant factors contributing to the spread of instability
beyond the region. These dynamics create pressures on social support systems in the
countries receiving migrants.

International interests in the region also contribute to the development
of violence [Gebru et al. 2023]. The geopolitical importance of the Horn of Africa
leads to interventions by external forces, who often pursue their own interests. Such
interference sometimes aids in stabilization, but more often exacerbates the existing
tension [Ayferam, Muchie 2016].

Political violence in the Horn of Africa results from the interaction of historical,
economic, social, and geopolitical factors [Hove, Ndawana 2018]. These factors (see
Table 1) create a complex system of interconnections that contribute to the spread
of violence and its global repercussions [Cardoso 2016].

MAKPOPET'MOHAJIbHBIE ITPOBJIEMbI 807


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352484723012891#bb51
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352484723012891#bb51

Lapenko M.V., Muche Ya.A. RUDN Journal of Political Science, 2025, 27(4), 805-815

Table 1
Main Factors of Political Violence in the Horn of Africa

Factor Description
Historical Colonial legacy, ethnic conflicts, political instability
Economic Poverty, limited resources (land, water), weak infrastructure
Social Ethnic and religious differences, use of identity in political struggle
Geopolitical Intervention of external actors, strategic importance of the region

Source: compiled by M.V. Lapenko, Asmare Muche Yayehe.

The Cascading Effects of Instability:
How Regional Conflicts Shape International Relations

Regional conflicts in the Horn of Africa impact international relations, affecting
not only neighboring countries but also states beyond the region. Political instability
in one region can become a catalyst for cross-border threats, including terrorism and
illegal arms trade, posing risks to international security [De Waal 2015].

One important aspect is the impact on migration flows. Due to regional instability,
many people are forced to flee their homes, creating a burden on neighboring states
and leading to international migration crises [Hove, Ndawana 2018]. Host countries
face economic and social challenges, which can lead to increased tension and even
political confrontation [Salehyan 2008]. Regional conflicts also create conditions for
the growth of extremism and terrorism [Helbling, Meierrieks 2022]. The vulnerability
of society to recruitment by extremist groups rises when people feel unprotected
and unsupported by the state. These groups, operating in the Horn of Africa, pose
a threat to the international community and drive the enhancement of global security
measures.

There are also economic consequences that affect international interests (see
Table 2). Disruptions in trade routes, for example, piracy in the Gulf of Aden, threaten
international trade. Pirate attacks hinder free trade and increase shipping costs,
impacting the global economy [Sogancilar 2021].

Table 2
Global Consequences of Regional Conflicts
Consequence Manifestations
Terrorism Expansion of extremist organizations, recruitment of supporters
Piracy Attacks in the Gulf of Aden, higher shipping costs, threats to trade routes
Migration Refugees and forced displacement, pressure on host countries
lllegal arms trade Spread of weapons to neighboring regions, increase in violence
Humanitarian crises Need for international aid, overburdening of resources

Source: compiled by M.V.Lapenko, Asmare Muche Yayehe.
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The further escalation of conflicts in the region prompts reactions from major
international organizations and alliances. The United Nations, African Union, and
other international organizations are forced to intervene to prevent the escalation
of violence [Mengistu 2015; Kirui 2020]. Such interventions shift the dynamics
of international relations and create long-term strategic alliances [Holla 2021]. It’s
also important to note the influence of regional conflicts on the foreign policy of other
countries. States involved in peacekeeping missions (see Table 3) often shape their
relations based on mutual security and interests.

Table 3
International Community Response

Actor Measures
United Nations Peacekeeping missions, humanitarian operations
African Union Mediation, regional peacekeeping initiatives
Neighboring states Military operations, migration control, border security
Global powers Strategic alliances, economic and military assistance

Source: compiled by M.V.Lapenko, Asmare Muche Yayehe.

These alliances can significantly impact the global balance of power, altering
previous diplomatic priorities.

Understanding the Nexus of Local Disputes and Global Security Threats

Political violence in the Horn of Africa is interconnected with global security
threats such as terrorism, piracy, and the illegal arms trade [Shah 2023]. The link
between local conflicts and international security becomes apparent when regional
disputes begin to threaten stability beyond the region’s borders.

Regional instability contributes to the expansion of illegal networks that may use
the territory to coordinate cross-border operations. Territories affected by conflict
create “favorable conditions” for extremist organizations, such as Al-Shabaab,
which pose threats not only to the region but also to countries beyond. These
groups exploit the weakness of state authority to extend their influence, leading
to increased terrorist activity on an international level [Van der Walt, Solomon 2014;
Tar, Mustapha 2017].

Piracy in the waters surrounding the Horn of Africa poses another major threat.
Economic losses from pirate attacks affect not only neighboring countries but also
international trade routes, increasing shipping costs and restricting the free movement
of goods. Piracy creates risks for international shipping and undermine global efforts
to maintain open trade routes [Sullivan 2010].

The illegal arms trade also increases the global risks associated with conflicts
in the region. Weapons supplied to the Horn of Africa spread to neighboring regions,
fueling further violence. This weaponry is used not only in local conflicts but also
in cross-border operations, heightening instability in several countries [Wasara 2002].
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This situation requires active international involvement and the development
of new security control approaches. State responses to these threats include heightened
security measures and sanctions aimed at preventing arms trafficking and combating
piracy. This highlights the need for comprehensive measures that include both political
and economic tools to minimize threats originating from the region.

Additionally, the spread of security threats from the Horn of Africa intensifies
global discussions on the need for cooperation in international security. Countries
involved in addressing the crises face the need to share intelligence information and
coordinate efforts to prevent terrorist activity and piracy [Gatuiku, 2016].

Moreover, international cooperation is critical in addressing the political violence
stemming from the Horn of Africa. For example, joint efforts between regional
organizations like the African Union (AU) and international bodies such as the United
Nations (UN) have aimed to foster stability in the region through peacekeeping
missions, conflict mediation, and political dialogue [Healy 2011, De Jong 2010]. These
efforts (see Table 4) underscore the interconnectedness of regional and global security,
where resolving the conflicts in the Horn of Africa is not just about restoring peace
locally, but also about contributing to global security and economic stability.

Table 4
Ways to Mitigate Threats

Direction Description
Socio-economic development Fighting poverty, improving infrastructure, providing resources
Strengthening institutions Improving governance, developing rule of law
International cooperation Joint counter-terrorism operations, intelligence sharing
Preventive diplomacy Mediation, early warning of conflicts

Source:compiled by M.V. Lapenko, Asmare Muche Yayehe.

Thus, political violence and conflicts in the Horn of Africa are not only a regional
but also a global problem. These threats require comprehensive measures from the
international community aimed at their neutralization and prevention of further
spread [Hailu 2007, Thelma et al. 2024].

From Grassroots Tensions to International Crises:
The Broader Impact of Conflict

Conflicts at the local community level are often precursors to international crises,
significantly complicating global security and necessitating substantial external
intervention. When local tensions escalate into open conflicts, the consequences can
extend beyond one region, affecting peace and stability worldwide [Mijailoff et al. 2023].

One of the key aspects of conflict spread is forced population displacement.
In search of safety, people migrate in mass from conflict-affected areas, placing
enormous pressure on host countries. Migration crises can exacerbate economic and
social tensions in neighboring states, leading to political destabilization [Kassaw 2018].
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The weakness of state structures in the region also creates conditions for the
growth of cross-border criminal groups involved in illegal activities such as human
and drug trafficking These groups use chaos to expand their control, becoming sources
of new threats to neighboring countries and the global community [Kassaw 2018].

The presence of humanitarian crises amid political violence also requires
international intervention. Large numbers of people need aid, which puts pressure
on resources and infrastructure of humanitarian organizations. This, in turn, creates
problems for states forced to allocate resources to assist the residents of the Horn
of Africa [Bardwell, Igbal 2021].

Regional crises in the Horn of Africa also increase the risk of economic
fluctuations on a global scale. Disruptions to trade routes and instability in the region
can negatively impact the economies of countries dependent on international trade
[Ades, Chua 1997]. This underscores the importance of creating sustainable solutions
to prevent conflict and maintain international stability.

International community intervention in Horn of Africa conflicts becomes
a necessity, especially when crises begin to threaten security and interests of states
outside the region. The involvement of peacekeeping forces and humanitarian
missions in conflict resolution helps reduce violence levels and prevent further spread
of threats [Smidt 2020].

Thus, conflict at the level of individual communities can escalate into
an international crisis, with a lasting impact on global security and stability [Feron,
Voytiv 2022]. Recognizing this interconnection allows for more effective measures
to resolve conflicts and prevent their global consequences.

Exploring the Chain Reaction:
Local Political Violence and Its Global Consequences

Local political violence can trigger a chain reaction that leads to global
consequences, threatening world security and stability. Political conflicts that develop
at the local level often attract the attention of the international community, laying the
groundwork for further international interventions and alliances [Hameiri, Jones 2017].

Firstly, the chain reaction of violence becomes evident when local conflicts
spill over borders. Neighboring countries are compelled to engage in conflict
resolution efforts, fearing that further spread of violence will negatively impact
their stability. This leads to increased political and military tension in the region.
International interests and intervention by global powers also play a significant
role in the chain reaction of violence. The geopolitical importance of the Horn
of Africa attracts the attention of world powers interested in stabilizing the region
to protect their strategic and economic interests. However, such interventions
often generate additional conflicts and local dissatisfaction, further escalating
violence [Gebru, Zeru, Tekalign 2023].

The presence of extremist groups in the region also contributes to the escalation
of global threats. These groups use the Horn of Africa to plan attacks and recruit
supporters, creating danger for the international community. The spread of extremism
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drives the growth of global security measures, which also affects international
relations [Mulinge, Ouma 2021].

The economic impact of conflict also influences the international market.
Disruption of trade routes and economic instability caused by conflicts complicate
international cooperation and increase economic risks. This emphasizes the need for
coordinated efforts to ensure security and stability in the region [Shinn 2004].

Conclusion

The political violence and regional conflicts in the Horn of Africa present not only
a localized issue but a complex problem with significant global implications. These
conflicts, driven by historical grievances, economic instability, and social tensions,
create cascading effects that impact neighboring countries and reverberate through
international security systems. The challenges in the Horn of Africa exemplify how
regional instabilities can escalate into broader global security threats, influencing
international migration patterns, fostering transnational crime networks, and inciting
extremism and terrorism.

The persistence of violence in the region has led to repeated humanitarian crises,
economic disruptions, and increased involvement from international actors. These
actors often face difficult trade-offs in balancing immediate stabilization efforts with
long-term development goals, sometimes inadvertently intensifying local grievances
or increasing regional dependency on foreign aid.

The ongoing instability disrupts international trade and creates complex security
challenges that require a cohesive response from multiple stakeholders, including
neighboring nations, regional organizations, and international institutions. To mitigate
these risks, a multi-dimensional approach is essential. Conflict resolution strategies
should focus not only on immediate security needs but also on fostering sustainable
socio-economic development, strengthening governance, and promoting regional
cooperation. Addressing the root causes of violence — such as poverty, resource
scarcity, and ethnic divisions — can help alleviate tensions and prevent future conflicts
from erupting. Additionally, international policy frameworks should prioritize the
prevention of arms trafficking and counter-terrorism initiatives while simultaneously
investing in programs aimed at economic resilience and social cohesion within
affected communities.
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