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Abstract. The International Symposium “The Genghisids in Ottoman Sources” was held in
Istanbul on March 11, 2025, organized by the History Department of the Faculty of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences of Marmara University and the Usmanov Center for Research
on the Golden Horde and Tatar Khanates, Marjani Institute of History of the Tatarstan
Academy of Sciences (Kazan, Russian Federation). Scientists from Tiirkiye, the Russian
Federation, Kazakhstan, and the USA attended the symposium. The International Symposi-
um “The Genghisids in Ottoman Sources”, which brought together essential scientists from
around the world, once again revealed the importance of Ottoman sources, which have not
been researched much until now, regarding Genghisid history. In the presented papers, the
scientists, on the one hand, discussed the most important works published on the subject to
date. On the other hand, they stated that these works contain essential information, especial-
ly about the campaigns of Genghis Khan and his children, the arrival of the Mongols in
Anatolia, the acceptance of Islam by the Genghisids, the wars between the Golden Horde
and the Ilkhanate, the attempted alliance against Emir Timur, the relations between the
Ottoman Empire and the Golden Horde, and the Tartar migrations. In this context, works
written in the Ottoman Empire and the Crimean Khanate, such as Ahmedi’s Iskandername,
Anonymous Tevarih-i Ali Osman, Stkrullah Efendi’s Behcetii't-Tevarih, Evliya Celebi’s
travelogue, Muhammed Seybani’s Tevarih-i Giizide, Abdulgaffar Kirimi’s Umdetii’l-
Ahbar, Kadir Ali Bey’s Camiii’t-Tevarih, Katib Celebi’s Fadhlakat Aqwal al-Akhyar fi’llm
at-Ta’rikh wa-I-Akhbar, Seyyid Muhammed Riza’s es-Sebii’s-Seyar fi Ahbar-1 Miiliki’t-
Tatar, and the yarlyk (order) of the Crimean khans were discussed. During the symposium,
experts on the history of the Genghisids also exchanged ideas on the lastest studies on the
subject in different countries. The symposium will contribute to the realisation of joint
projects for the future research of Ottoman sources on the Genghisids. This symposium,
jointly organized by two critical scientific institutions of Tiirkiye and Tatarstan (Russian
Federation), will undoubtedly contribute significantly to the development of scientific and
cultural relations between Tiirkiye and Tatarstan and, more generally, between Tiirkiye and
Russia.
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The International Symposium “The Genghisids in Ottoman Sources” was held
in Istanbul on March 11, 2025, and was organized by the History Department of
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of Marmara University and the
Usmanov Center for Research on the Golden Horde and Tatar Khanates, Marjani
Institute of History of the Tatarstan Academy of Sciences (Kazan, Russian Federa-
tion). Scientists from Tiirkiye, the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, and the USA
attended the symposium.

In recent years, research on the history of the Genghisids has gained momen-
tum in Tiirkiye, as in the rest of the world. In this context, sources of the history of
the Great Mongol Empire, Ilkhanate State, and Golden Horde State in different
languages were translated into Turkish, and many master’s and doctoral theses and
research works were written on the subject. As a result, the negative image of Gen-
ghis Khan and the Mongols, who were once dominant in Tiirkiye, began to change
in a positive direction. It should also be noted that the number of scientific mee-
tings, especially those on the Golden Horde, has increased in Tiirkiye in recent
years.

Although a significant portion of the sources of Genghisid history in Persian,
Arabic, Russian, Latin, and other languages have been published worldwide, Otto-
man sources have not been studied much in terms of Genghisid history to date.
Although the first works in the Ottoman Empire were only written at the beginning
of the 15th century, many works from the Ottoman Empire have survived to the
present day. Some of these are general world history and contain important infor-
mation about Genghis Khan, his sons and grandsons, and the states they founded.
The symposium held in Istanbul was an important scientific meeting that evaluated
all this information.

The symposium was held with two main sessions and a closing session. The
first speaker of the first session chaired by Prof. Dr. Fehmi Yilmaz, Prof. Dr. ilyas
Kemaloglu, who works at the History Department of Marmara University, gave a
history of historiography in the Ottoman Empire in his paper titled “The
Genghisids in Ottoman Sources” and then focused on the image of Genghis Khan
and Genghisids in the first Ottoman annals. Kemaloglu gave examples from chron-
icles such as Ahmedi’s Iskandername, Anonymous Tevarih-i Ali Osman, and
Stikrullah Efendi’s Behcetii’t-Tevarih. In his paper, Kemaloglu stated that Genghis
Khan was portrayed in a highly negative light in Ottoman sources, just like in other
foreign works of the period, and that a similar approach was taken towards Hiilagii
and other Ilkhanate rulers. According to Kemaloglu, the approach towards the
Golden Horde rulers, especially Berke, was positive. Berke is described as a “Turk-
ish sultan” in these sources. Several factors can explain the positive approach to-
ward the Golden Horde. The first reason is that Berke Khan was the first Genghisid
to accept Islam, and the second is the multifaceted development of Golden Horde-
Ottoman relations. Commercial ties developed between the two countries, and at
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the end of the 14th century, these two countries tried to ally with the Mamluks
against Amir Timur.

[lnur Mirgaleev, the head of the Usmanov Center for Research on the Golden
Horde and Tatar Khanates, Marjani Institute of History of the Tatarstan Academy
of Sciences (Kazan, Russian Federation), discussed the importance of Ottoman
sources in the history of the Golden Horde. Mirgaleev stated in his speech that the
Russian Orientalist Tiesenhausen had already touched upon this subject. However,
despite preparing Arabic and Persian sources on the Golden Horde, he could not
complete his work on Turkish sources. Mirgaleev stated in his statement that rela-
tions between Anatolia and the Golden Horde began before the Ottomans, that
there was also contact with the Seljuks, and that relations between Anatolia and the
Volga River were not limited to political ties, and that there were also intense con-
tacts and mutual interactions between the two regions in economic, cultural, scien-
tific and religious fields. According to Mirgaleev, these were naturally reflected in
Ottoman sources. For this reason, Ottoman sources are of great importance regard-
ing the history of the Golden Horde and the Tatar Khanates. Although Mirgaleev
mentioned many Ottoman sources in his speech, he mainly focused on Ebu Bekir
Kalender Aksarayi’s Kalendername and Evliya Celebi’s travelogue. Indeed,
Kalendername was published by the Usmanov Center for Research on the Golden
Horde and Tatar Khanates. Some studies have been conducted in Kazan on Otto-
man sources in recent years. While discussing Celebi’s travelogue, Mirgaleev stat-
ed that Evliya Celebi had information about the Golden Horde cities that was not
found in any other source, and that the Ottoman historiography tradition was also
dominant in the Crimean Khanate, which was established after the disintegration of
the Golden Horde and soon came under Ottoman rule, and that the works written in
the khanate were of great importance in terms of the Golden Horde historiography.

In the first session, Prof. Dr. Ashirbek Muminov, whose name was mentioned
in the third list, also discussed the 16th-century Ottoman sources containing infor-
mation about the Golden Horde State in his report. Muminov, who works at
IRSICA, focused on the names of Mustafa al-Cenabi’s (d. 1590-1591) al-Aylam
ez-Zahir fi Ahval’il-Ava’il ve’l-Ava’hir and Katib Celebi’s (d. 1657) Fadhlekat
Ekveli’l-Akhyar fi Ilmi’t-Tarikh ve’l-Akhbar in his report. According to Muminov,
recently extensive studies have been published about the author of the first work al-
Aylam az-zakhir. The success in the research is related to the reading of the name
nisba as “al-Janabi”. The solution to the problem of the author's wrong attribution
to the village of “Janaba” in “Iran” near Basra helped to attribute the work to the
Ottoman historiographical school. 39 copies of this work have been identified in
world collections. IRCICA prepared the identified copies of the work he discussed
in his report to compile and publish the critical text of the voluminous work, which
contains many written texts. Fadhlekat Ekveli’l-Akhyar fi Ilmi’t-Téarikh ve’l-
Akhbar is related to the famous historian Katib Celebi. The largest work of the
great scientist remains unpublished to this day. Now, this work is being prepared
for publication in IRCICA. In this work, Katib Celebi showed himself to be a soci-
ologist of history, a successor of the school of Ibn Khaldun. The only copy of the
work that has survived to the present day is in the Istanbul Bayazit Library.

The last speaker of the first session, Prof. Dr. Yulay Samiloglu from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison, presented a paper titled “The Golden Horde Khans
and Their Wives”. Samiloglu used primary sources, including Ottoman sources, to
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present the status of women in the Golden Horde. Samiloglu stated in his speech
that the Mongols did not marry girls from their tribes, and that Genghisids particu-
larly preferred the girls of the Kongirat tribe. He also stated that women married to
the Genghisids, such as the Toéregene and Ogulkaymis, played an important role in
the political life of the empire. In contrast, ordinary women performed tasks such
as riding horse carriage, setting up tents, milking cattle, and making butter. In other
words, a large portion of daily tasks were the responsibility of women. In addition
to Western travelers, the famous Ottoman traveler Evliya Celebi also provided
information about women in the Genghisid states. In general, the scientists who
presented papers at the symposium agreed on the importance of Evliya Celebi’s
work in terms of the history of the Genghisids.

The second session mainly dealt with the sources of the Crimean Khanate, the
heirs of the Golden Horde. In his paper titled “Notes on the Golden Horde in es-
Sebii’s-Seyyar fi Ahbar-1 Miiltiki’t-Tatar”, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Serkan Acar empha-
sized the importance of this work in terms of the history of the Genghisids. Despite
this, this work has only recently begun to attract the attention of researchers. While
Yavuz Soylemez in Tiirkiye prepared this work, its transcription was first pub-
lished in Kazan by R. R. Abdujemilev, and then its translation into Russian was
made by Ismail Gibadullin. Serkan Acar drew attention to the fact that the author
was both a bureaucrat and a scientist and stated that Seyyid Muhammed Riza belit-
tled the steppe tradition and even insulted it at times and that while he called
Hiilagii “scourge”, he was respectful towards Batu. This issue is undoubtedly relat-
ed to Batu’s campaigns to distant lands from Anatolia, and the state founded by
Hulagu also encompasses Anatolian lands. According to Serkan Acar, the percep-
tion of the Genghisids in this source was a continuation of the perception in the
Islamic world. One of the issues that Serkan Acar draws attention to is that the
author does not distinguish between the Golden Horde and Ilkhanate rulers when
counting the Muslim Genghisids. Again, according to Acar, the author correctly
assessed the process of the collapse of the Golden Horde State and directed justi-
fied criticisms to Edigey Mirza in this context.

The other speaker in this session, Dr. Ismail Gibadullin, also discussed the same
work in his paper. Gibadullin began his paper titled “The Ottoman Perspective on
Tatar History: Seyyid Muhammed Riza’s Es-Sebii’s-Seyydr fi Ahbdr-1 Miiliki’t-
Tatar” by explaining the title of the work. Accordingly, the number seven in the
work’s title was sacred in the Middle East. After providing information about the
author and content of the work, Gibadullin focused mainly on the Tatar perception in
the work. Indeed, Seyyid Muhammed Riza, who mocked both the Tatars and the
Noghais and their lifestyle and traditions, criticized the Tatars harshly after stating
that they were brave and very fast, calling them “savage, irreligious, Tatar predators,
iron hearted.” Like Serkan Acar, Ismail Gibadullin also noted that this source is im-
portant regarding the history of the Golden Horde and the Tatar khanates.

The third speaker of the second session, Prof. Dr. Fehmi Yilmaz, discussed the
yarlyks that have survived from the Crimean Khanate to the present in his paper
titled “Continuity and Change in Yarlyks of the Crimean Khanate”. Recalling the
explanation of the term yarlyk and the primary studies conducted on the yarlyks of
the Golden Horde and Crimean Khans, Yilmaz stated that the yarlyks were divided
into two as diplomatic and tarkhans and that the tradition of sending yarlyks in the
Crimean Khanate was a legacy left to it by the Golden Horde. Stating that he could
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identify 408 yarlyks between the years 1393 and 1742, Yilmaz noted that the most
yarlyks that have survived to the present day are from the 17th century and that
these yarlyks changed in terms of language and style over time under the influence
of the Ottoman chancellery. While stating that the language in the Crimean yarlyks
of the 15th—16th centuries was Kipchak Turkish, he believes that Oghuz elements
gradually increased in later periods.

The last speaker of the second session, Dr. Liliya Baybulatova, stated in her
paper titled “Genghisids in Turkish Sources” that Turkish sources are significant in
studying the history of the Golden Horde and Tatar Khanates. Baybulatova focused
on three works in her paper. These are: Muhammed Seybani’s Tevarih-i Giizide,
Abdulgaffar Kirimi’s Umdetii’l-Ahbar, and Kadir Ali Bey’s Camiti 't-Tevarih. Ac-
cording to Baybulatova, one of the critical features of these works is that they also
include the genealogies of the Genghisids. This is very important since not many
works were left by the Mongols themselves. On the other hand, she emphasized
that since most of these works were written upon the order of the rulers, the khans
are naturally praised too much and that such matters should be considered when
using the work.

The international symposium ended with a closing session. In the closing ses-
sion, chaired by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Serkan Acar, Prof. Dr. Ilyas Kemaloglu, Dr. ilnur
Mirgaleev, and Prof. Dr. Fehmi Yilmaz made evaluations. Since the symposium
was broadcast on the YouTube channel of the Marmara University History De-
partment, History Department students studying at universities all around Tiirkiye
also had the chance to follow the symposium. The symposium held in Istanbul
again showed great interest in the Golden Horde and the Genghisid general history
in Tirkiye. The fact that one of the 16 stars on the Presidential Seal of the Republic
of Tirkiye symbolizes the Golden Horde indicates the importance given to this
state in Tiirkiye. On the other hand, the historical research on the Golden Horde
State, which was banned in the Soviet Union for many years, is experiencing its
best period today. The activities of the Usmanov Center for Research on the Gol-
den Horde and Tatar Khanates, Marjani Institute of History of the Tatarstan Aca-
demy of Sciences (Kazan, Russian Federation), headed by Dr. Ilnur Mirgaleev, had
a significant impact on this process.

The International “The Genghisids in Ottoman Sources” Symposium, which
brought together the world’s leading scientists, once again revealed the importance
of Ottoman sources, which have not been researched much until now, regarding the
history of the Genghisid. Ottoman sources contain important information on sub-
jects such as the campaigns of Genghis Khan and his children, the arrival of the
Mongols to Anatolia, the acceptance of Islam by the Genghisids, the Golden
Horde-Ilkhanate wars, the alliance that tried to be established against Emir Timur,
Ottoman-Golden Horde relations, and Tatar migrations. Therefore, evaluating Ot-
toman sources from this perspective will contribute to the research on the history of
Genghisids. The papers presented at the symposium revealed that several critical
studies have been conducted on this subject and will continue to be conducted in
the future.
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OBb30P MEXAYHAPOAHOT'O CUMIIO3NTYMA
«UMHINM3NACKHUE ITOANUTNN B OCMAHCKHMX
MCTOPNYECKNX COUNMHEHWSIX>»

Uavsac Kemarozry

Yrusepcumem Mapmapa
Cmamoya, Typyua
ilyas.kemaloglu@marmara.edu.tr

Pe3rome. 11 mapra 2025 romga B CtamOysie cOCTOSIICS MEXKTyHAPOIHBIH cuMIo3uyM «YnH-
TH3HU/CKHE TIOJINTHN B OCMAHCKHX UCTOPUYECKUX COUMHEHMSIX». B cuMmosnyme, opranuzo-
BaHHOM Kadepoii ucropun akynbreTa ryMaHUTapHBIX U COLUATbHBIX HayK Mapmapcko-
ro yHuBepcutera u LleHTpoM mccnemoBanuii 3omoTolt Opabl W TaTapCKUX XaHCTB WM.
M.A. YcmanoBa UnctutyTa ucropun uM. . Mapmxann AH PT, npunsiim ydactue yde-
Hele u3 Typuun, Poccun, Kasaxcrana u CIIIA. MexayHapoaHslil cuMno3uyM «UMHIU3HI-
CKHUE TOJMTUH B OCMAHCKHUX MCTOPHYECKHX COYMHEHMSX», COOPABIIUI BHUAHBIX YYEHBIX
MHpa, B OYEPEIHON pa3 IMoKa3aj Ba)KHOCTh OCMAaHCKHUX HCTOYHHKOB, KOTOPBIE MAJIO HCCIIe-
JIOBaHbI B IUIaHe McTOpud YUmHrmsmmoB. B mpexcraBneHHBIX padoTax ydeHbIE, C OJHOM
CTOPOHBI, 00CY/IMNIN HauOoJiee BaXKHbIE TPY/bI, OMYOJMKOBAaHHBIE HA CETOAHSIIHHIA JEHb
10 TAHHOHM TEME, a C APYTOH — 3asIBUIIM, YTO 3TH padOTHI COAEPKAT BaXKHYI0 HHPOPMAIIHIO
10 TAaKUM BOIIPOCaM, Kak 1Moxo/bl UMHIHU3-XaHa U ero MOTOMKOB, IIPUXOJ MOHTOJIOB B AHa-
TOJIMIO, TIPUHATHE HUciaama YnHru3uaamu, BoiHbI 307010l Opabl 1 MnbXaHu0B, TOMBITKA
CO3/IaHMs CO03a MPOTUB dMHpa Tumypa, oTHomeHns OcMaHCKOW WMOEpHUH M 30JI0TOM
Opxpl, a TaKKe MATPALUH TaTap.

B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE B OCOOCHHOCTH OBLIO yJeleHO BHUMaHHE TakuM padoram kak «lckaH-
nep-Hame» Axmamu, «AHOHHMHOe TaBapux-u Amu Ocmany», «bexdery-T-TaBapux» [liok-
pymsl Ddenan, myTteBble 3ameTkn OBinun Yenebu, «TaBapux-u ['yauma Hycpar-name»,
«Ympery-n-Ax6ap» Aonmynraddapa Keipeimu, «J[xamuy-t-TaBapux» Kanplp Ann-Ges,
«®Danxmakat AxBanb anb-Axsp ¢u Miem at-Ta'pux Ba-me-Ax0ap» Katuba Uenedbu, «Ic-
Ce0y'c-Ceiisp hu Ax6ap-u Mymoku't-Tatap» Ceiinga Myxammena Puzbr.

B pamkax cummosuyma crenuanicThl 0 UCTOpUH UMHTH3UIOB Takke OOMEHSUINCh MHe-
HUSIMU O TIOCJIEIHUX MCCIIEIOBAaHHSX IO ATOM TeMe B pa3HbIX crpaHax. CuMmnosuyMm Oyzer
CIOCOOCTBOBATh peaM3allii COBMECTHBIX MPOEKTOB 10 M3YyYEHHIO OCMAaHCKHUX HCTOYHH-
KOB 0 UMHrH3mn1ax B OyayeM.

OTOT CHMIO3UYM, OPTaHU30BAaHHBIN COBMECTHO ABYMS BaXKHBIMH HAYUHBIMU YUPEKACHUS-
mu Typuun u Tatapcrana (Poccuiickass ®eneparist), HECOMHEHHO, OyIeT ClIOCOOCTBOBATh
W Pa3BUTHIO HAayYHBIX M KYJBTYPHBIX cBsizeil Mexxay Typuweit m TarapcraHoM, a Takxke
Typuuent u Poccueil B ieom.

KiioueBble cjioBa: ocMaHCKHME HCTOYHUKH, YuHrn3-xaH, Yunrmsuael, 3onortas Opna,
WnbxaHuapel, TaTapsl
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